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GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
To the Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylaania, 


Fettow CIrizens: 


In presenting to the assemb'ed representatives of the | 
people, tiie annual execulive message, it affords me | 


peculiar satisfaction, that the circumstances un 
which you have met to deliberate upon the important 
I 
concerns of the commonwealth, are of a character so 
favourable and auspicious to the general wellare of our 


country, as to justify cordial congratulations, and to de- | 
fuil- 


mand the homage of grateful hearts, for the wever 
ing mercies of him whoruleth over all. 

The flourishing and healthful aspect, which our coun- 
try every where presents, as well in regard to its internal 
contition, as in reference to its political relations with 
foreign governments, furnishes unequivocal! indications, 
that its public concerns ere wisely administered 


“9 
prudence and care. By pursuing a wise and conciliato- 
ry, but firm and independent course of pelicy, based on 
the just maxim of “asking nothing that is not clearly 
right, and submitting to nothing that is wrong,” the 
general government has, in the course of the past sea- 


son, obtained, by negotiation and judicious commercial | 


arrangements, such important changes in regard to our 





ae 


season has been unusually prolific) the rapid succes- 
sion in which they followed each other, and the extra- 


| ordinary consequences they produced, whilst they ex- 
‘cite our astonishinent at the boldness and intrepidity 
with which the enterprises were conducted, and inspire 
us with admiration of the neble daring, the heroic vir- 
tu nd ardent patriotism, with which the actors who 


and | 
that its affairs, generally, lave been conducted with | 


intercourse with some of the powers of Eurepe and | 


their dependencies, as to warrant the most flattering 
anticipations of future advantage to our citizens, by 
which the prosperity ofevery branch of our national in- 
dustry, whether of agriculture, commerce, or manufac- 
tures, will be‘materially benefitted and enhanced. As 
citizens, then, of the United States, and members ofthe 
federal Union, we have cause for sincere felicitation, 
that the government under which we live continues to 
be administered in a manner peculiarly favourable to 


the advancement of the best interests of our common | 


country, and to a full development of the superior ex- | 
| stayed. 
| their rights, and to respect them. 


cellence of those free institutions, which, as_ the? fruits 
ofa glorious but arduous and toilsome revolutionary 
struggle, have been kindly bestowed upon, and con- 
tinued to us, as a people, by a beneficent and all boun- 
tifulProvidence;' hat by pursuing an enlightened, discreet 
and liberal policy, inthe administration of our national 
affairs, we have been preserved in the undisturbed pos- 
session of civil and religious liberty; in the happy rela- 
tions of peace and friendship with foreign nations; and 
in the full enjoyment of uninterrupted tranquility with. 
in our own borders, And that we have the cheering 
prospect before us, that with ordinary care, and with- 
out practising an unnecessarily rigid economy in the 
management of our fiscal concerns, we shajl present to 
the world, at no distant cay, the novel, but sublime 
spectacle, of a nation consisting of more than twelve 
millions of freemen, happy in the possession of the 
most flourishing and prosperous country upon earth,and 
enjoying the protection of a government exercising a 
power and energy, moral and physical, adequate to eve- 
ry emergency, and sustaining itself in all its relations, 
foreign and domestic, honorably disincumbered from 
all its pecuniary obligations, and entirely out of debt. 
The momentous and highly interesting events which 
have recently transpired in Europe (of which the past 
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them were animated; they at the same 
n pleasing anticipations in relation to the 
| future moral and political condition of the human family, 
and inspire the patriot and philanthrepist with renewed 
hopes that the Cay is not far distant when tyranny and 
pression shallbe banished from the earth, and the 
iples of free government, founded upon the equal 
iis of man, shail be established and maintained 
hrough every portion of the world. As American citi- 
zens, accustomed to contemplate the light of liberty, 
L to witness its vivifying and refreshing influences 
upon the free ang liberal institutious of our own favour- 
ed country, we have a right, and c'aim it as our pecu- 
liar privilege,to mingle our congratulations with those of 
the patriots of France, on the glorious occasion of the 
“emancipation of that magnanimous people, and its en- 
rolmeut upon the list of free governments, by the vir- 
tuous and successful efforts ofa single city, in the short 
period of three days. But although France, our for- 
mer ally and friend, whostood by us inthe dark and 
gloomy period of our own revolution, is entitled to our 
kindest sympathies on the occasion of her sudden and 
successful transition from a gloomy and degrading des- 
potism, forced on the nation by the hostile bayonets of 
foreign mercenaries, toa system of government, com- 
paratively free, by which the ruler is restricted within 
salutary constitutional limits, and which admits the safe 
|} and correct political principle, that the sovereignity of 
the state resides in the people, and that kings rule but 
by their permission;we must not confine our congratula- 
tions to France alone. The spirit of freedom is abroad 
in the world. Its march is onward, and will not be 
Nations, as well as individuals, begin to know 
The fire of liberty 


ak 


ait 


| is now spreading over ens'aved Europe with inconceiv- 


| 
| able rapidity. 


Its votaries are every where establish- 
ing the truth of the maxim, that for a nation to be free, 


‘it needs but to will it, and wheresover a people brings 


| 
} 


{ 


itself within the fold of free governments, it will be en. 
titled to our best sympathies, and to our most cordial] 
congratulations. 

In discharging the annual duty, enjoined by the con- 
stitution, of presenting to the legislature a statement of 


| our public affairs, it is truly gratifying to be enabled 


to say, that Pennsylvania hus at no former period of her 


existence as a commonwealth, exhibited a more flour. 
ishing condition than that which she now presents.— 
Her citizens have been favoured with healthful seasons, 
and blessed with rich and abundant harvests. Her 
cities, towns, villages and farms, bespeak everywhere, 
within her borders, the wealth, comfort, happiness, and 
growing prosperity of an industrious, a moral, and an 
intelligent people. As an individual state she is ‘-hap- 
py in the diversified blessings of her agriculture, her 
| commerce, her manufactures, and her mineral produc- 
| tions; whilst as a conspicuous member of the union, she 
shares, in an eminent degree, the high credit and re- 
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nown which the national character has attained. Firm. 
ly attached to the union, and deeply sensible of its 
value and importance to zl! who enjoy the protection 
of its institutions and its laws; Pennsylvania, whilst, on 
the one hand, she will yield to none of ber sister states 
in her zeal to promote its best interests, and to guard 
and defend it against the dangerous and alarming con- 
sequences of oppressive unconstitutional enactments, 
so, on the other hand, will she view with marked disap- 
probation and serious dissatisfaction, any attempt, by 
open violence, to accomplish its dismemberment, or by 
the promulgation of insidious unfounded political doc- 
trines, to impair its integrity, or to endanger its safety. 

The protecting policy hitherto sustained by the gene- 
ral government, cannot, under existing circumstances, 
be abandoned or relinquished, with the approbation or 
consent of the people of Pennsylvania. ‘heir inter 
ests, their prosperity and, I may add, their comforts, 
are at this time essentially identified with that policy. 
The diversified branches of industry in which our citi- 
zens are engaged; the character of the productions pe- 
culiar to our soil; the state of the foreign markets to 
which we had heretofore been accustomed to resort 
for the sale and exchange of our staple commodities, 
and the interdicting duties by which the produce of 
our agriculturalists is excluded from those markets, 
leave us no alternative as to the course to be pursued. 


We must either suffer our surplus produce to perish up- | 


on our hands, or we must establish a market, for its 
consumption, at home. We must either submit to the 
humiliating condition of becoming tributary to foreign 
industry, or, by affording encouragement to our own, 
render ourselves independent of foreign imposition and 
exaction. Under the encouragement and protection 
now afforded, our manufacturing establishments are 
assuming a vigorous and healthful appearance,and give 
reasonable promises of promoting the general prosperi- 


ty of the country, and of accomplishing the great end | 


and design contemplated by the friends and advocates 
of the protecting system. Happily for us in Pennsyl- 
vania, we have no constitutional difficulties to embar- 
rass us in reference to thissystem. Our statesmen who 
have hitherto represented us in the national legislature, 
as well asin that ofthe state, have uniformly expressed 
their opinions affirmatively, and in terms by no means 
equivocal, that this nation possesses the right, under 
the constitution, to protect its industry, by salutary en- 
actments of itsown, against the injurious consequences 
of foreign legislation, and that the acts of congress im- 
posing duties on imports are constitutional, and their 
constituents haye, as unequivocally, responded to those 
opinions. 

Although extensively engaged in the construction of 
works of internal improvement within her own limits,and 
at her own individual expense, Pennsylvania has uni- 
formly, with a magnanimity and a spirit of patriotism 


which does her honour, advocated and maintained the | 
constitutional right of the general government to aid in 


the construction of works of internal improvement, of a 
national character; tending to bind and to connect more 
closely together the remote parts of our widely extend- 
ed territory; to multiply the facilities of communica- 
tion between the different parts of the union; to dimi- 
nish time and distance in the intercourse of its citizens 
with each other; to beget, by means of such intercourse, 
feelings of amity, kindness and friendship, instead of 
those sectional jealousies, local prejudices, and unkind 
and uncharitable prepossessions, which a want of free 
and friendly intercommunication is always sure to pro- 
duce; and generally to increase the comforts, and pro- 
mote the prosperity and happiness of the people of the 
United States. 

_If to promote the happiness of the people is the le- 
gitimate end of all government, the maxim must be 
peculiarly true with regard to our own, where the 
whole power is lodged in the people, and by them del- 
egated to agents, responsible for the manner in which 
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the public concerns of the commonwealth are adminis- 
tered, and solemnly pledged to promote, by all the 
means in their power, the welfare and happiness of 
their constituents. We, as such agents, have a duty of 
no ordinary magnitude to perform, and ought to feel, 
very sensibly, the weight of obligation imposed upon 
us, in selecting the measures by which the end of our 
appointment may be most effectually attaincd. Ofthe 
various projects which present themselves, as tending 
to contribute most essentially to the welfare and happi- 
ness of a people, and which come within the scope of 
legislative action, and require legislative aid, there is 
none which gives more ample promise of success, than 
that of a liberal and enlightened system of education, 
by means of which, the light of knowledge will be dif- 
fused throughout the whole community, and imparted 
to every individual susceptible of partaking of its bless- 
ings; to the poor as well as to the rich, so that all may 
be fitted to participate in, and to fulfil all the duties 
which each one owes to himself, to his God, and his 
country. The constitution of Pennsylvania, impera- 
tively enjoins the establishment of such a system. Pub- 
lic opinion demands it. The state of public morals 
calls for it; and the security and stability of the invalu- 
able privileges which we have inherited from our an- 
cestors, require our immediate attention to it. In bring- 
ing this subject to your notice on the present occasion, 
Iam aware that I am repeating that which has been 
the theme of every inaugural address, and of every an- 
nual executive message at the opening of each succes- 
sive session of the legislature, since the adoption of the 
constitution. . 

I know, too, that the necessity which has existed, 
and which has given occasion for the repeated, anxious, 





| and pressing executive recommendations, in reference 


| to this interesting subject, arose from the extreme dif- 
ficulty which presented itself at every attempt, to strike 
| out a system adapted to the existing circumstances of 
/ the commonwealth, and which might be calculated to 
accomplish the end contemplated by the framers of the 
constitution. But difficult as the task may be, it is not 
insurmountable; and 1 am thoroughly persuaded that 
there is not a single measure of all those which will en- 
| gage your deliberations in the course of the session, of 
| such intrinsic importance to the general prosperity and 
| happiness of the people of the commonwealth, to the 
| 


cause of public virtue, and of public morals; to the 
hopesand expectations of the rising generation, to whom 
the futrue political destinies of the republic are to be 
committed; or which will add so much to the sum of in- 
| dividual and social improvement and comfort, as a gen- 
eral diffusion of the means of moral and intellectual 
cultivation among all classes of our citizens. Nor can 
there be a measure presented to you, as legislators, and 
as the guardians of the integrity and safety of our in- 
valuable civil institutions, more worthy of a virtuous 
_and determined effort to overcome every obstacle that 
shall present sise!? is opposition to the accomplishment 
of an achiceereent so truly laudable. It is not to be 
expected that a system can be devised and matured, 
which shall exhibit at once, all the qualities of a per- 
fect whole. Like the improvement of the mind itself, 
the building up of a system intended to advance, to en- 
large, and to extend that improvement, must be a pro- 
gressive work. Among the principal adversaries of 
this measure are prejudice, avarice, ignorance, and er- 
ror; the fruits of a successful conflict with these, and a 
victory over them, will be a consciousness of having 
been instrumental, by furnishing the means of a gene- 
ral diffusion of knowledge, in securing the stability and 
permanency of our republican institutions, in adding to 
the sum of human intelligence, and in elevating the 
sentiments and confirming the virtue of the present and 
future generations. 
If “knowledge is pewer,” and I believe the truth of 
the maxim is no longer doubted, it must be conceded, 
that a well educated people will always possess a moral] 
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and physical energy, far exceeding that to which an ig- | 
norant, illiterate people can attain. It is asserted in a 
document recently published at the instance of the 
Pennsylvania Society for the promotion of Public 
Schools, that “out of four hundred thousand children | 
in this State, between the ages of five and fifteen, more 
than two hun@red and fifty thousand, capable of receiv- | 
ing instruction, were not within a school during the 
last year.” And is it not more than probable that, if it 
were possible to ascertain the fact, every year that has | 
elapsed since the adoption of the constitution, would, | 


upon examination, have been found to present the same. 
deplorable result in a greater or less degree. If so, | 
what an incalculable loss has not this commonwealth | 
sustained, in the talents that would have been elicited; | 
in the ingenuity and skill that would have been impart- | 
ed to labour and science; and in the moral and intellec- | 
tual endowments that would have been engrafted and | 
matured, had a judicious, well arranged system of uni- | 
versal education been early adopted, and rightly en- 
forced, as contemplated and enjoined by the framers of 
the constitution. To you, fellow-citizens, as the repre- 
sentatives of the people, possessing, as you necessarily | 
must, an intimate knowledge of the wants, as well as | 
the views and wishes of your constituents, in reference 
to this measure, and bringing avith you, from every sec- | 

| 


tion of the state, a fund of intelligence which will be 
peculiarly useful in directing you to favorable results, 
is committed the arduous, but I trust, not ungrateful | 
task, of collecting, digesting, and arranging the details 
of a system of primary or common school education, | 
which will shed an additional lustre over the existing | 
elevated character of the commonwealth; furnish the | 
assurance that a recurrence of the evils complained of | 
will be effectually guarded against, and that Pennsyl- | 
vania will hereafter pussess the energy and power, mo- | 
ral and physical, emanating from the virtue and intelli. | 
gence of her people, enlightened and improved by a | 
general diffusion of knowledge among all classes and 
conditicns of her citizens, to which she ought long | 
since to have entitled herseif. 
Among the most effectual safeguards to the peace, 
the safety, and the happiness of the people, are a well | 
organized judiciary, and a prompt, faithful and impar- 
tial adminisiration of the laws. ‘The delays incident to 
the administration of justice in our courts, as at present 
constituted, cuntinue to be the subject of serious com- 
plaint in many parts of the state, and call fora speedy | 
and effectual remedy. The constitution imperatively | 
requires, that justice shall be administered without | 
sale, denial or delay. Under the present organization 
of our courts, this constitutional requirement is not, and 
it is believed cannot be so carried into effect, 'as to pre- | 
vent injurious and vexatious delays. The judiciary is | 
justly considered as one of the most important | 
branches of the government,and is that arm of the 
government, to which the constitution and laws | 
have very properly confided the protection of the | 
life, liberty, reputation, and property of every member | 
of the community, against the assaults of violence, op- | 
pression, malice and fraud; and it ought to be so con- | 
stituted and organized, as to afford prompt and effectu- | 
al security and relief, whenever any of the rights, pri- | 
vileges or immunities of the citizen are jeoparded or | 
assailed. The system itself has undergone few, and 
those but very slight modifications, since its first organ- 
ization under the present constitution, Its energies 
have not been increased in proportion to the increase 
of population, wealth and business, and the corres- 
ponding increase of litigation, occasioned by the dis- 
honesty, immorality and crime, which have grown up 
within the commonwealth during that period. It is be. | 
lieved that the public interests require, and that indi- | 
vidual interests demand, a thorough radical re-organi- | 
zation of the system, such as will bring to the judiciary 
of this growing commonwealth, an additiomal accession 
of virtue, learning and talent, and impart to it such an | 


increase of energy and strength, as will render it entire- 


| cents, 
) plied to the 
| temporary 
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ly adequate toa prompt and efficient discharge of its 
multifarious and continually increasing duties. 

The several duties especially enjoined upon the ex- 
ecutive, by acts and resolutions passed at the last ses- 
sion of the legislature, have, during the recess, been 
promptly attended to and performod. 

The commissioners appoinied in pursuance of the 
resolutions of the 23d of March last, to revise the civil 
code, have, there is reason to believe, been actively en- 
gaged in the performance of that duty. The task is 


| one of no ordinary magnitude, and to complete it with- 
_in the time limited by the resolutions, will require great 


industry and perseverance on the part of those entrust- 
ed with its execution, Much time, too, will be requir- 
ed for deliberate consideration, critical examination, 
and careful comparison and arrangement, to enable the 
revisers to give form and consistence to the work in 
which they are engaged, and to bring it to that state 
of perfection which the legislature intended, and the re- 
visers doubtless desire it should assume. A report in 
part, as directed by the resolutions, will, it is confident- 
ly expected, be made to the legislature at an early pe- 
riod of its present session. No provision has been 
made by law for compensating the revisers, for any part 
of their labour in the prosecution of the work, and as 
expenses must necessurily be incurred as the work pro- 
gresses, I would recommend as an act of justice to 
those engaged in it, that an appropriation be made of a 
sum suflicient to cover the expenses already incurred, 
and to compensate the revisers for the care and labour 
hitherto bestowed in the performance of their arduous 
duties. 

‘The four millions of dollars, which the governor was 
authorized to borrow from the bank of Pennsylvania, 
by the act of 13th March last, has been received from 
that institution, in the manner, and upon the terms 
mentioned in the act, and applied, so far as appropria- 
ted, to the several objects to which they were appro- 
priated by that and subsequcntacts. Of the sum thus 
borrowed, one million one hundred and nine thou- 
sand one hundred and eleven dollars and forty-six 

were early in the month of April last, ap- 
extinguishment of the balance of ther 
loan, which had been obtained under 
the authority of the act of the 23d of Aprij, 1829, of 


| that obtained in virtue of the resolution of the board of 


canal commissioners of the 3d of October, and the loan 
of one million of dollars, authorised by the act of the 
17th November of the same year. Four hundred and 
eighty-seven thousand and thirty-four dollars and forty- 
six cents, have been set apart by the commissioners of 
the internal improvement fund, under the provisions of 


| the act of 2d April last, for the repayment of the seve- 


ra! loans obtained from the banks of this commonwealth, 
in virtue of the act of the 7th December last. (Copies 
of the correspondence arising from the negotiation of 
these loans are herewith transmitted.) Two millions 
three hundred and fifty thousand four hundred and 
twenty dollars and fifty-four cents, were applied as di- 
rected by the act of the 27th March last, to canal and 
rail-road purposes, and to aid in defraying the expenses 
incident to the canals and rail road. And the sum of 
fifty-three thousand four hundred and thirty-three dol- 
lars and fifty-four cents, the residue of the said four 
millions of dollars which remained unappropriated, has 
recently been placed by the bank to the credit of the 
commonwealth, and is now at the disposal of the le- 
gislature. As the fund applicable to the canal and 
rail-road purposes, and to aid in defraying the expenses 
incident to the canal and rail-road, will be largely de- 
ficient, and as the demands upon that fundare pressing, 
1 would recommend an immediate appropriation of the 
unappropriated balance just mentioned, in aid of that 
fund. 

By the act of the 27th of March last, entitled, ‘‘An 
act making further appropriations for canals and roads,’” 
it is made the duty of the board of canal commission- 
ers, *‘to cause so much of the contracts already made, 
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upon the different lines of the canal and rail-road, as | 
could be done, to be completed within the present 
year, and directing that they should inno way enter in- 
to new contracts for the extension of any line of cana! 
or rail road, except for the erection of a dam at or near | 
Johnstown, and the constructing of a canal and neces- | 
sary works from thence to section number fifty-seven | 
on the Ligonier line, a distance of about three miles, 
for the purpose of introducing the water into the Ligo- 
nier line of the western division of the canal.” In pur- 
suance of the directions of the act just mentioned, the 
board of canal commissioners, ina spirit of diligence, in- 
dustry and zeal which does them much honour, pro- 
ceeded to carry into effect the contracts upon the sev- 
eral lines of canal and rail-road, and have so far sue. | 
ceeded in completing the same, that out of four hundred | 
and twenty-six miles of canal, (the whole extent that 
had been contracted for, or which was authorized to 
be put under contract by the act just recited,) the wa- 
ter has been already admitted upon the several divisions | 
thereof to an extent embracing a distance of four hun- | 
dred and six miles. The remaining twenty miles are | 


progressing rapidly towards completion, and will, it is 
confidently expected, be ready for navigation in all 
the month of January next. There is reason to believe, 
therefore, that at the opening of the navigation in the | 
ensuing spring, Pennsylvania will present in her own | 
several divisions of canal, an extent of inland navigation, | 
forming a distance in the aggregate, of four hundred 
and twenty-six miles, in addition to three hundred and 
two miles of canal already in operation belonging to 
private companies: making altogether a distance of in- 
land navigation by means of canals within the limits of 
the state, of seven hundred and twenty eizht miles, 
prepared to convey to market the rich products, as 
weil agricultural as mineral, of the fertile and produe- | 
tive sections of the commonwea'th throuch which they 

respectively pass; to give life, vigor and facility to inter- 

nal commerce in all its varieties, and to afford some as- | 
surance of future usefulness, profit and advantage to the 
commonwealth. The grading, bridging, and prepa'ing 
the rail-way bed, for the forty miles which had been 
put under contract between Columbia and Philadel. 
phia, are neaily completed, and will, it is expected, 
be finished in the month of January next, so far as to 
be ready for the reception of the rails; whi h added, 
when completed, to eighty-one miles of rail road now 
iN operation within the sta e belonging to private com- 
panies, will make an aggregate extent of rail-road of 
one hundred and twenty-one miles. 

It is estimated that the whole cost of | 
visions of the canal, and that part of the rail-road which 
have been put under contract by the authority of the 
state, and which are nearly completed, including dam 
ages as far as paid, and the sum necessary fer repuirs 
to the Ist of January, 1831, will amount to ten millions 
eight hundred thousand dollars. ‘The sum actually 
paid over to the treasurer of the boord of canal com- 
missioners is ten millions, two hundred and eighty- 
eight thousand one hundred and sixty-three dollars and 
sixty-seven cents, leaving a deficiency to be provided 
for by the legislature to meet the demands of the seve- | 
ral contractors, of five hundred and eleven thousand 
eight hundred and thirty-six dollars and thirty-three 
cents. I have already mentioned, that the sum of fif- 
ty-three thousand four hundred and thirty-three Collars 
and fifty-four cents, the unappropriated balance of the 
loan of four millions of dollars, may be made available 
immediately to supply, in part, the deficit mentioned. 
Should that be done, the sum to be provided to meet 
the existing demands upon the canal and _ rail-road 
fund, will be four hundred and fifiy-eight thousand four 
hundred and two dollars, and seventy-nine cents, 

The Bank of Pennsylvania is bound, by the provi- 
sions of the act of the 13th March last, to loan to the 
commonwealth one million of dollars, annually, for and 


he several di- 
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during the term of three years, after the first day of 
January, 1851, at an interest of five per cent. per an- 
num. It will be eptional with the legislature, there- 
fore, to authorise a resort to the bank, under the pro- 
visions of the act «fier the first of January next, or to 
direct a loan to be negotiated elsewhere, to meet the 
present exigencies of the state, as shall under all cir- 
cumstances be deemed most for the interest and ad- 
vantage of the commonwealth. 

It may not be improper here to mention, that all the 
contracts along the several lines of the canals and rail- 
road, with the exception of that for erecting a dam at 
or near Johnstown, and constructing a canal of about 
three miles in length from thence to lock number fifty- 
seven, on the Ligonier line, authorized by the act of the 
27th of March last, were authorized to be made, and 
actually were entered into under the authority and di- 
rection of our predecessors; and that the more unplea- 
sant duty of carrying them into effect has devolved 
upon us. Hence arises the necessity for the constant 
borrowing and expenditure of those large sums of mo- 
ney, from time to time, on our part, in behalf of the 
commonwealth, for the prosecution of works of inter- 
nal improvement. Without stopping, however, to in- 
quire into the wisdom or policy which dictated the 
measure of engaging in a scheme so extensive, tending 
to involve the commonwealth suddenly in a train of 
heavy pecuniary difficulties and embarrassments, it is 
sufficient for us to know that the honour and the faith 
of the state are ple'ged to finish that which has been 
commenced: that, in the dilemma in which we have 
been plsced, prudence will dictate that our march 
should be onward. And the best interests of the com- 
monwealth will require a further expenditure of large 
sums of money in connecting and further extending 
some of the lines of the canal, and the entire finishing 
and completing of the rail road, in order that they may 
be rendered profitable to tlle commonwealth and useful 
to its citizens. 

On the subject of internal improvements, my opinion 
has ever been in favor of the policy; and although cir. 
cumstances have occasionally occurred, calculated to 
dampen the ardor of its warmest friends, still 1 feel 
persuaded that a gradual progressive system of ime 
provement, by means of roads and canals, such as this 
have prosecuted from time to time, without 
embarrassing her finances, or endangering her credit, 
would have been her true policy. The great mistake, 
on our part, has been in undertaking too much at once, 
which has cbliged us from year to year, since the com- 
works, to borrow and to ex- 


state might 
i 


° + 
mencement of our public 


pend large sums of money, and to incur the payment 
ofa heavy interest without obtaining from them an ade- 
quate return. Although all the works, that have been 


r 
contracted for. have been finished or are in astate ra- 
pidly approximating to completion, yct until those in 
the east shall be so connected with those in the west as 
to form one entire connected chain of communication 
between Philadelphia and Pittsburg, the great empori- 
ums of the east and the west, we cannot expect to de- 
rive much advantage from them. 

The connecting links necessary to complete such a 
line of communication between the east and the west, 
as wil! give value to the works, in that direciion, and 
render them useful to the people and profitable to the 
state, are the rail road from Columbia in the county of 
Lancas'er, to the city of Philadelphia, about eighty-one 
miles in extent, forty miles of which, as already stated, 
have been nearly completed, (the remaining forty-one 
miles have not yet been put under contract;) about nine 
miles of canal between Middletown and Marietta, inclu- 
ding an aqueduct over the river Swatara; about forty 
miles of canal and slack water navigation from Hunting- 
don to Hollidaysburg, in Huntingdon county; and a 
Macadamized turnpike or a rail road, over the Alle- 
gheny mountain, about thirty-eight miles in length. 
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The aggregate of the cost of constructing the several | the propriety of so amending the art, as to make the 
links just mentioned, as necessary to complete the | report ofa majority of the appraisers valid and final, and 
grand chain of communication between the cities of | to regulate the manner in whicl. the appeal from the 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, should a rail way over the | offer of the board of canal commissioners to the board of 
Allegheny mountain be adopted, instead of a Mac- | appraisers, is to be taken or made. ; 
adamized turnpike road, is estimated at a sum exceed-| In bringing to your view the state of the finances of 
ing two millions and a half, and may be safely set down the commonwealth, it is gratifying to be enabled to say, 
at a sum not exceeding three millions of dollars. I have | that they have not at any former period presented a 
considered it my duty to give you this general outline of | more flourishing and prosperous condition:—That they 
the works, still necessary to be executed, to complete a | have not only been amply sufficient, during the fiscal 
single line of communication between our great eastern | year which has just ended, to defray the current ex- 
and western cities, with the amount of the probable ex- | pensesof government, but have yielded a surplus, such 
pense which will attend their construction or execution; | as has authorised the transfer of considerable sums in 
and I submit to the wisdom of the legislature, whether aid of the fund for the payment of interest on the mo- 
sound policy does not require, that the connexion men- | neys borrowed by the commonwealth, from time to 
tioned should be formed with as little delay as possible, time, for the purposes of internal improvement. The 
and whether the best interests of the commonwealth in | balance in the treasury on the 30th of November last, 
this particular, are not intimately connected with its | was two hundred and furty-three thousand eight hun- 
speedy completion. dred and fifty-six dollars and twenty vents, of which 
One of the principal designs in relation to the con- | sum there was transferred on the same day into the in- 
struction of some of the divisions of canal, too, wasto ternal improvement fund, the sum of ninety-four thou- 
accommodate those regions abounding with anthracite | sand four hundred and twenty-five dollars and forty- 
and bituminous coal, and to afford facilities for the con- four cents; leaving an actual balance in the treasury on 
veyance of those valuable and now almost indispensable | that day of one hundred and forty-nine thousand four 
mineral productions, to market. The canals have how- | hundred and thirty dollars and eighty cents. The re- 
ever, stopped short at points inconveniently distant ceipts into the treasury for the fiscal year, ending on 
from the beds or quarries in which the minerals are de- | the 30th of November last, were six hundred and twenty- 
posited, and if permitted to remain in their present | four thousand four hundred and fourteen dollars and 
state, will n: ither accommodate the interests they were | cighty-seven cents, showing an excess of revenue for 
intended to premote, nor become profitable to the com. | the ycar 1830, over that of 1829, of twenty-five thou- 
monwealth. ‘fo accomplish either of these ends, rea- | sand three hundred and fifteen dollars and seventy- 
sonable extens ons of those several divisions will become seven cents. 
indispensubly necessary. Surveys have been made of The premium of two hundred and twenty thousand 
projects of internal improvement in the eastern, west. dollars, paid by the bank of Pennsylvan a, on the loan 
ern and nothern sections of the state, most of which, if of four millions of dollars, under the provisions of the 
carried into effe t, would be of advantage, not only to act of the 15th of March last, has so far aided the fund 
the regions of country through which they pass, but | theretofore set apart for the payment of the interest on 
would add to the general wealth and prosperity of the | loans, as to enable the commissioners of the internal 
community. The importance of all these projected | improvement fund, to discharge the interest which be- 
works will, however, from the spirit of enterprise which | came due on the first of August last, and to leave a ba- 
has infused itself into the minds of our citizens, force | lance in the hands of the treasurer of that fund, appli- 
themselves upon public attention, from time to time, as | cable to the payment of the interest which will become 
the circumstances of the commonwealth shull be ina | due on the same account on the first of February, 1831, 
condition to meet the expenditures necessary for their | of one hfindred and forty-eight thousand three bundred 
commencement and gradual completion. and twenty-four dollars and forty-two cents. The ex- 
The report of the board of canal commissioners will cess of revenue over the expenditures for the months of 
be laid before you shortly, and will exhibit in detail, all December and January, will authorise a transfer from 
the facts in relation to the several works, the immedi- the treasury into the internal improvement fund, of a 
ate construction of which is deemed to be of primary |; sum in addition to the above mentioned balance, suffi- 
importance, together with an estimate of the cost of | cient to meet the interest which will become due on 
each particular work. Prudence would seem to dictate, loans at the above mentioned date. 
that until the several works which have just been enu- The revenues to be derived under the several acts of 
merated, as essential to give value to those which have the last session “for the levy and collection of taxes upon 
been finished, or are rapidly progressing to completion, proceedi»gs in courts and in the office of register and 
shall have been completed, no other projects of internal recorder,” passed the 6th day of April last; the ‘act to 
improvement should be authorized or contracted for, regulate inns and taverns,” approved the seventh day 
The act relative to the appointment of canal commis- of April last; and the “ act graduating the duties upon 
sioners, approved the 6th of April last, and which pro- | wholesale dealers of merchandize, avd prescribing the 
vides for the appointment of a board of appraisers, to | mode of issuing licenses,” also approved the seventh of 
whom appeals are to be made by persons dissatisfied | April last, will not be paid into the treasury in season 
with the amount of damages offered by the board of | to be made available to aid in discharging the interest of 
canal commissioners, has not clothed the board of ap- | the public loans, which will become due on the 1st of 
praisers with those powers, which a proper regard for the | August next, nor can the smount of revenue to be de- 
rights of individuals, as well as for those of the common- | rived from those several sources, be ascertained at this 
wealth, and a desire to do justice to both, would seem | time, so as to form a guide for the future provision to 
to require they should possess. In order to arrive at | be made by the legislature for the payment of the in- 
the truth, it becomes necessary in most cases, that wit- | terest on the loans which have been, and hereafter ma 
nesses should be examined by the appraisers. There is | be obtained by the communwealth. To meet the in- 
no tribunal to which the parties can resort for process | terest, then, which will become due on the Ist of Au- 
to compel the attendance of witnesses before the board. | gust next, it is estimated that the balance in the trea- 
It would seem but reasonable, therefore, that the board _sury on that day, will be one hundred and seven thou- 
of appraisers should be vested by law, with the power | sand dollars, arising from the ordinary sources of reve- 
to issue such process for the appearance and to enforce | nue, and from canal tolls fifty thousand dollars, makin 
the attendance of witnesses, as will tend to the accom- | together one hundred and _fifiy-seven thousand dollars, 
plishment of that object, and also, with authority toad- | of which sum one hundred thousand dollars may be 
minister the necessary oaths or affirmations to witnesses, | made applicable to the payment of interest; and the re- 
preparatory to tkeirexaminatien. I would also suggest | maining fifty-seven thousand dollars, should the tolls 
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produced by the canals, amount to the sum anticipated, | 
will with the usual accessions of ordinary revenue, be 
sufficient to meet the current expenses of government. 








sults as will tend most effectually to promote the public 
good; and of the cordial concurrence, on my part, in 
the every constitutional measure, which shall be sanctioned 
As no revenues will, in the mean time, be derived from | by them during the session, having for its object the 
other sources, applicable to this object, there will be a general welfare. GEO. WOLF 
deficiency in the fund for the payment of interest on| Harrisburg, December 8, 1830. 
loans on the first day of August next, of two hundred 








thuusand dollars, to be provided for by the legisla- | METEOROLOGICAL REGISTER. 
ture. | : : ; 

To sustain the credit of the state, and to enable it to | wtract from the Meteorological Register, taken at the 
borrow money from time to time, upon advantageous | State Capitol—Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 


terms, the establishment of an adequate fund for the BY Wittram Muserave, Librarian. 
prompt and punctual payment of the interest of the} NOVEMBER, 1830. 
sums borrowed, will be altogether indispensable. Ina} 


















































































































































communication made to the legislature, on the 14th of 2 ¢ zy ai : Se . [a & 
January last, which will be found upon their journals, | a Sizi= < “ad 5 Ss S Ss 
and to which I would now refer, I endeavored to direct 2 |SlElElSISii se |S 1a |So)a 
their attention to such sources, from which a revenue Se lSlSlcieicil « ~ « |6°|/8 
might be derived as I then thought, might be pro- G fea} = ou e o = e 1e8 Z 
= ~le n n 

perly and safely resorted to forthe purpose of pro- : TE les ele a v v - 3\|F 
viding an interest fund, entirely adequate to the exist- zs |215|S)e)S]| “eo “En "te |¢ e 
ing and increasing necessities of the commonwealth. In | a (ISslizizizi=il = — |S Is 
reviewing the several speow of taxation pointed out in | Thermometer. Barometer. 
that message, I cannot bring my mind to the conclusion, | \ou.qav 1 1146 A : 
that there is one of those enumerated and recom mended, | a : oe 7 o - 29.00. ~ a 60 er 7 
that would not, under the circumstances in which the | Wednesl 3160142139 47 35 0 46 39 Ww 
commonwealth is placed, be entirely proper, or that | Thursd’v| 4/39151 49 44. 35 ae a 361S E 
ought to elicit from any quarter, the language of com- | Friday ; 5}36}54 44 44 40 rt: be 44\N 
plaint. A tax on anthracite and bituminous coal, re- | Saturday | 6}41|57/48|48 60 60 661 62IN W 
commended in the message referred to, has, it is true, Sunday 7143|54\52149 66165170 67 N E 
been objected to by those engaged in the traffic which | Monday | 8|50/57/55154 65/671\68| 66IN E 
that commodity yields, on the ground that the trade in | Tuesday | 9|51152/54152 60l60l6s| 62 E 
the article has not been sufficiently established, to en- | Wednesd|10155 59 55156 66/67/68! 67 E 
able it to bear the imposition of a tax, however light. Thursd’y |11153157|54154 67 67 66 66|N E 
—How far this objection (and [ believe it is the princi- Friday " 112/49|50l47148 60 56150 55 - E 
pal one that has been urged against the measure,) is Saturday |13]50|53|50151 4ala3 an 45 E 
correct, the legislature will be enabled to judge, and to Sunday |14/50|60155|55 48|53\60| 33|N E 
its decision I shall most cheerfully submit. Monday |15|54.58 rie 68 7 70l 69IN 

Near the close of the last session of the legislature, | Tuesday |16|54|60|57|57 7) ca 64| 66IN E 
and too late for the action of the two houses upon the | wednesd 17151163160|58 59 .. 47 53 E 
subject, I received a communication from the honour- Thursd’y]18|53 ate 59 62 > 80 71 Ww 
abie Clement Dorsey, of Maryland, enclosing a netition, | Friday © |19]38|51]46|45 84'77177| 79 : 
signed by sundry citizens of that state, (which I have | Saturday |20/40]54144146 79180185| 81 E 
directed to be herewith transmitted,) having for its ob- | Sunday 9114115250147 94190185 89 F 
ject the establishment of an inspection of tobacco in the Monday |22|49 55 54159 58134 39 41 * : 
city of Philadelphia. As the subject is one intended for | Tuesday |23|50|51/48|49 solar aa oo N se 
the encouragement of trade, and promises a reciprocity | W ednesd|24/44148143145 40140140 40 : E 
of benefits to the citizens of Philadelphia, and to those | Thursd ’y}25134139140 37| 97 note 30 E 
of one of our sigter states, I have considered it expedi- | Frida y 96|40146145143 58160 63 60 N 
ent to bring it to the notice of the legislature in this | Seis 97139150143144 63163158 611N E 
form, and to recommend it to their immediate atten- | ae 281441 50146146 60 50 ro ae > 
tion, J : | Monday [29]43]44/42/43 30132135] 32 E 

{ received during the recess of the legislature, a reso- | 9 5 . . 
lution of the Sacee of managers of the Delaware and | Tuesday |90|40/43/40/41 36|40/50} 42 E 





| Days of the month.| Wind 
the resolution of the senate, and house of representa- | 7 
tives of this commonwealth, passed the 23d of March | Max. Ist, 56°|/Max.21, 29.80 5,15,19,26, 4 
last, relative to the Delaware and Hudson Canal Com- | Min. 25th,37°| Min. 7, 29.36 7,8,11,14, 16,21,22, 
pany. | Differen’ 19°/Diff. 00.53] 23,24,27, 10NE 
Communications have also been received from the | Mean ex. 46°|Mean ex29.63/9,10,12,13,17,20,25 




















Hudson Canal Company, consenting to the provisions of | Thermometer.| Barometer. | 
































governors of the states of Louisiana and Connecticut, 28,29,30, 10 E 
enclosing resolutions of the legislatures of their respec-| Mean temperature,& mean/4, 1 SE 
tive states, expressive of their opinions that the tariff) height from three daily obser-|1,2,3, 3 Ww 
laws of the United States are er ; yations. 16,18, 2 NW 

A communication has also been received from the ex-| 373 0f the month) A.M P 
ecutive of Connecticut, transmitting a resolution of the days of the ct A.M P.M. 

eneral assembly of that state, declaring its non-concur- | 4 4 Pn a 

cies with the comand assembly of the state of Missouri, aah 20,26,27 r a on 
in its proposed amendments of the constitution of the 16, : ' 2 Cloudy a, 
Uuited States, to provide a uniform mode of electing 6,7,10,11,13,15,19,28, {8 Cloudy Cloud, 
the President and Vice President of the United States, 821 23.3 oe 4 Cloud Sain y> 
without the intervention of electors; copies of which 12,14,22 24.25.29 6 Rain i Rain, 
will be laid before you. aah 17, oe : io ote oe 

In closing this communication, it only remains for me ’ ys 


to assure the legislature of my earnest desire that, in On the Ist at noon, Thermometer at 64° the highest. 
their deliberations, they may be guided by that wisdom} On the 25th in the morning, Thermometer at 34° the 
from on high, which is profitable to direct to such re-| ‘owest. Range in the month, 30°. 
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On the 2i1st in the morning Barometer at 29, 94 the | “One of the most striking features, delineated upon 
highest. 


the map of Pennsylvania, is the Susquehanna river and 


On the 29th in the morning, Barometer at 29, 30,the | its great branches. Entering Pennsylvania from the 
lowest. Range in the month 00,64. north, it passes nearly through its centre, and 

Difference between the mornings and noons from 5 | With its tributaries drains nearly one half of the territo- 
to 15°. 


ry of the commonwealth. This portion of Pennsylva- 
nia is not surpassed by any other tract of country of 
equal extent, in the Union, for the productiveness of 
There was frost on the 19th and on the 26th the tops | the soil, and for the variety, value, and extent of its 
of the mountains were covered with snow, the first visi- | minerals. It contains also, at least one-third of the 
ble this fall near Harrisburgh. whole population of the State.” 

There was rain on the 1st, 3, 8,9, 12, 14, 21, 22, 23, “A large tract of countfy beyond our northern boun- 
24, 25, 29,30. The heaviest rains were on the 3d, 12, | dary, within the limits of the state of New York rich in 
22, 23, 24, 25, 29, particularly on the 25th, this in the | its vegetable and mineral productions, and embracing a 
evening, was mixed with snow. population of nearly two hundred thousand inhabitants, 

This month was 9° colder than last October, 6° war- | is also drained by the Susquehannah and its northern 
mer than November, 1829. 


tributaries.” ; ae 
The month generally wet, and moderately warm. ‘To the territory drained by this noble river within 


the states of Pennsylvania and N. York, containing 
above twenty thousand square miles, and a population of 
[From the States Advocate. ] 


more than half a million, nature has pointed ont the val- 
THE SUSQUEHANNA AND SCHUYLKILL, ley of the Susquehannah as the great highway to mar- 


The wind was 21 days east of the Meridian, 5 days 
west of it and 4 days north., 


ket.” (p. 62.) 
CENTRAL R AILWAY. “The whole amount of property which descended 
NO. fi the Susquehanna last year was estimated at four millions 


and a half.” 
2. This improvement would be of great utility tothe| ‘The - re required, for the transportation of those 
ecommunity,—to Philadelphia—and to the proprietors. articles which could not be floated in rafts, must have 
If useful to either, it will be useful to all. For, if | amounted to more than one hundred thousand tons.— 
greatly, or generally beneficial, it must be greatly used. 


|. | Fifteen hundred arks arrived at Port Deposit; and it is 
If much used the stock will be profitable,—and as it | known that there were many, and it is fair to presume 


leads to the Schuylkill Navigation, which isto Philadel- | that, at least five hundred, found a market for their 

phia, it must be highly beneficial to this city. It is, { lading at the towns and villages along the river aboye 

therefore, for this position, only necessary to show, that | that place.” (Id. p: 63—4. 

the amount of products would be very great, which ‘“Of the two thousand arks, which descended the 

would be transported by the Central Rail Way. Susquehannah last year, at least fifteen hundred must, 
That the trade of the Susquehanna is not only great, | have received their lading above Harrisburgh. The 

but immense, is too obvious and notorious to need much | lumber which annually descends the river is estimated 

evidence to establish it. Such notices, however, | at one hundred and seventy five millions of feet.” (Id. 

of its amount as happen to be at hand, are given as in- | p- 65.) 

teresting information; and shall offer some reasons for! The highly respectable meeting at Philadelphia in 

the opinion that, much ofthe commerce would follow | February 1829, reported the result of their inquiries on 

the rail road to Pottsville, and that the other passages | this subject as follows:— 

from this river are insufficent. ‘‘We shall now proceed to show the amount of trade 
In 1817, when probably the river trade was not half} which will probably be attracted to these roads, and 

its present value, “in the 1st ¢welve days of April, (says | the revenue that will arise from it. 

Niles’ ‘\egister, vol. xii p. 159,) $100,000 worth of 


“The descending trade of the West Branch in 1826, 
property was sent to markét on the Susquehanna from | was fairly estimated at 29,907 tons, chiefly agricultural 
the village of Oswego, in the State of V. York.” products, 12,000 tons of which were collected within 


In the same vol. p. 320, is this statement, ‘the trans-| twenty miles of the Sunbury basin. The trade of 
~ port of produce on this noble viver is vastly increased 


| Penn’s creek may he estimated at 8,000 tons, making 
every year. From the 29th of March last, when the | together 37,907 tons, nearly all agricultural products of 
boat navigation commenced, to the 26th June, ult. | the West Branch and Penn’s creek, entering the Sun- 
there passed into the canal that runs through the town | bury basin. This estimate is independent of the trade 
of York Haven 261 boats, whose cargoes in part consis- | in iron and bituminous coal of the West Branch and its 
ted of 94, 000 bush. wheat, some rye, corn, buckwheat, | tributaries. The bituminous coal of Clearfield and Ly- 
oats, flax-seed & clover-seed, 8320 bbl. flour, 474 whis- | coming, recently uncovered, as well as the coal and 
key with some pork, butter, iron, leather, &c. making | iron mines of the Shamokin Valley, will afford addition- 
an aggregate value of $340,000, which is supposed to | al subjects for transportation on the rail way. In addi- 
be only about one fifth of the value of the produce that | tion to this, the rail road company are entitled to hold 
was floated down the bed of the river in the same timc.”’ _| coal lands,and carry on the coal trade; a large amount of 
Five times that amount are $1,700,000, during one | trade will also be received for the transportation of coal 
spring freshet, 13 years since. from the mines surrounding the eastern portion of the 
In the year 1822, ‘‘we are informed,” says Mr. | line.” 
Niles, ‘‘that in addition to eight millions feet of lumber 


‘‘The probable tonnage and revenue of the rail roads 
received through this noble stream, 40,000 bls. of flour, | may be stated as follows:— 
and 200,000 gals. whiskey, have been brought to the | 95,000 tons of produce and merchandize at 
Baltimore market this season, besides the pork, in 


1 per cent. per ton, per mile for 45 
large quantities, butter, apple brandy, &c. not enumera- 


miles, is $42,750 
ted, some of it from the state of N. York, near the ca- | 150,000 tons coal,average dis tance 15 miles 
nal, where the head waters of the Susquehanna rise.” | at same rate, 22,500 
(id. vol. 30, p. 366.) 30,000 tons iron &c. average distance 25 
In the “Second Report of the Canal Commissioners” miles, 7,500 
of this state, laid before the Legislature in February | Tolls on lumber &c. &c. 10,000 
1827, by the Governer the following statements are | — —-— 
made by Judge Scott, whose accuracy and intelligence $82,750 
meed nocomment. 


. Being nearly 15 per cent on the capital. Allow but 
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half this estimate to bereatized for the first ten years, 
and the Stockholders wil! be sufficiently remunerated.” 

If, at first view, this estimate, orrather half of it, ap- 
pears too high, iet it have a moment’s consi 
Is the quantity of coal at 75,000 tons, too great tor both 
bituminous and anthracite’ The coal fields of Mahonoy 
and Siamokin, situated mid wa), extend about 15 miles 
in the track of the rail way, and their contents will be 
carried both to the Susquehannsalh and to the Schuy!tkill 
navigation, Consider what wastie coal trade at Mauch 
Chunk, or at Potts: ille, a few years since—what is it 
now—what will itbe 2 years hence? ‘Those “creations 
ofa day” are tair examples; and similar causes produce 
similar effects. 

The bituminous coal of the West Branch will bear 
transportation by this route, and give anew impulse 
tothe won works on the 1oute, to the manufactories 
of Philadelphia, and of the E. and S. of the siate.— 
The interior Virginia ccal, will be rejected, and the 
whole proceeds of this great reciprocal trade will be 
distributed among our own citizens. (1) 

in the coal ficids of Lycow ing and Northumberland, 
when these treasures of our state are uncovered why 
should not half a dozen towns start from the earth, as 
wellas on the Lelugh and Schulkili? Why, should not 
productive, we may say, creative industiy, there also, 
accumulate minerais for transportation to market,and re- 
turn upon the rail way and canals with the goods re- 
ceived in exchange? one doubt that the 
mines of the Lehigh and Schuylkill are of great ulility 
to the public and to Philadelphia? Why then sheouid 
sinular effects be deniex the mines ot Northumber- 
land and Lycoming with a commerce augmented by the 
iron anc timber and vast vegetable productions of half 
a million of inhabitants, and with the returning loads of 
merchandize? Wiil not thus, a great interal trade 
spring into existence in iron aud coa!,—the foundation 
even ofthe .vupendous power and wealth of Great Bri- 
tain? Life and activity. a diversified intercourse,and an 
immense commerce from mines and manufactories will 
arise throughout the counties of Clearficid and Centre, 
Lycoming und Union, Northumberland and Luzerne, 
and the country eastward and around them; and at eve- 
ry new “Roche ster’ or *Pottsville,’? will be created the 
niost advaniageous narkets for the labourer, the arti- 
zan and th: agrculturalist. Yes, the coal and the iron 
of our state,as was long since predicted by “The Empo- 
rium of the Sciences” are destined to be her wealth and 

ower;—and the day is not far distant, when these 
minerals shall gather around them tens of thousands of 
productive laborers. ‘The treasures of nature, the in- 
ventions and facilitics of science, shall reward her libe- 
ral and enlightened enterprize, and elevate and ag- 

randize Pennsylvaniaas “the key stone of the arch” of 
internal improvements.” 

In confirmation of these views, and of the opinions of 
that respectable meeting at Philadelphia, we offer ano- 
ther citation, even at the hazard of tediousness. It is 
the deliberate declaration of a well informed meeting 
at Wilkesbarre, Nov. 4, 1822, exhibiting in a just and 
strong light the vast amount and value of the Susque- 
hannah trade. The object of Luzerne then, was to 


eration.-— 


ldoes any 


tu 





(1) Much bituminous coal would be sold on the 
way between Sunbury and Philadelphia: but it would 
pay at Philadelphia, for transportation the whole route. 
Thus, to Sunbury there isa clear ark navigation 70 
miles from the coal range of Lycoming. 

Then, coal at the river bank, 75 cents per ton 
for 60 t. 1 ark load 
3 or4, say 4 men 3 days each at $1 
Loss on sale of the ark 
- Transhipment to rail road 10 cts. 
Rail road 45 miles at 3 cents per mile 
Schuylkill navigation 2 cts. per ton per mile 





$45,00 
12,00 
20,00 
6,00 
81,00 
120,00 


_- 


$284, 90 





For 60 Tons, or $4,735 cts. per ton. 
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open more effectually the channel of the river to Balti- 
more;—the object of these counties now, is to open a 
rail way, for the produce of both the N. and W. Branch- 
es, exclusively to Philadelphia. 

Their language is as fullows: — 

“A single glance at the map of Pennsylvania is suf- 
ficient to convince the most unbelieving, and a more 
thorough examination of the vast tract of country water- 
ed by this river and its branches, will strike the reflect- 
ing mind with astonishment, that our state has not yet 
calied into action those great agricultural, manufactur- 
ing and commerc'a! advantages, which its improvement 
would inevitably produce. That the advantages cannot 
be well overrated is evident, if we will but take the 
trouble to trace on the maps the sources of the Susque- 
hannah, and its numerous branches, and examine into 
the nature and resources of the country which they 
Water, in all their various windings. : 

“This territory (that drained by the Susquehannah 
proper) may be emphatically called the heart of Penn- 
sylvania. It furnishesa greater supply of grain than 
all the rest of the state together, it furnishes beside, 
four fifiis of all the lumber which finds its way to the 
Baltimore Market, and much of that sent to Philadel- 
phia. Its oresare abundant, and already manufactures 
more iron than any other district in the state, and the 
quantity can be increased to any amount. Its moun- 
tains abound in stone-coa] of the best quality; this arti- 
cle is found on the Juniata, on the west branch, and the 
county of Luzerne alone, could, were the Susqueban- 
na made easy of navigation, furnish a sufficient sup- 
ply for all the cities and towns in the Atlantic sea 
board. Bradford county has extensive mines of bi'u- 
minous coal, and Susquebannal: has her salt springs. 
In short, the more we examine into the nature and ex- 
tent of our resources, the more we are astonished at 
our supineness and neglect. 

“ihe counties of Steuben, Tioga, Otsego, Brown, 
and part of Delaware in the state of New York, are also 
dependent upon this river, for an outlet for the produce 
of their labor, and are anxious for its improvement. 

“The country en braced by the Sisquebanna and 
its waters, contains about 22,000 sq miles, cr about 
fourteen millions of acres, producing, or capable of 
producing, «ull the materials for the manufacture of 
iron, steel, cutlery, glass, stone ware, pottery, queens- 
ware, cabinet ware, cloths of wool, hemp and flax, in 

_all their variety, cordage, spirits, malt liquors, in short, 
every article which is necessary for the comfort and 
convenience of man. The whole of this country is 
well calculated for the growing of grain and pulse of 
all kinds, common to temperate latitudes; raising of 
| cattle, sheep, swine, poultry, and consequently of beef, 
| pork, cheese, feathers; and is well stocked, more par- 
| ticularly along the northern side of the state, for about 
| sixty or seventy miles in width, with timber of the best 
| quality for boards, scantling, masts and spars for our 
'shipping, and lumber of every description for buikl- 
| ing.” 

“To the merchant then, (said that meeting) open to 
us the navigation of the Susquehannah, (open to us, 
we say a passage by the central rail way, instead of the 
navigation to Baltimore,) and we will throw into your 

| hands the products of our mines, our forests and our 
soil, property to the amount of from three to four mil- 
| 


| 
| 


lions of dollars, annually. This property you can turn 
to your own profit, as well as ours, and, in return we 
will receive such commodities as will suit your condition 
and our wants.—The benefit will be reciprocal—the inte- 
rest mutual—the object patriotic—the time favorable for 
its completion—LET US NO LONGER HESITATE. 

‘*To the manufacturer, (said they) open the naviga- 
tion of the river, [open a passage we say, by the central 
railway, instead of the navigation to Saat Tend 

| you obtain ata cheap rate, the raw materials for-carry- 
ing on your various occupations to the greatest advan- 
tage. Shall we remain tributary to Russia and Sweden 
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for iron and steel, when our mountains are filled with | found beautiful and numerous impressions of the fern 


the richest of ore? Shall we be dependent upon Eu- 
rope and Asia for the clothes we wear, when we can 


ter power, and all the materials for carrying on your 
business with profit to yourselves, to us, and with ad- 
vantage to your country.” 


“To the farmer, (said they) shall our agricultural in- | 


dustry remain unrewarded and circumscribed? — Shall 
millions of acres of the first land, covered with timber 


of the best quality, and containing within its bosom, | 
mines of iron, copper, lead, coal, marble in abundance, | 


continue a mere solitary wilderness, and an exhausting 
incumbrance to the proprietors?” 

No! Forbid it common sense and common utility! 

A little reflection then, anda reasonable estimate, 
will give satisfactory assurance that, the calculations of 
the meetings in Philadelphia, and elsewhere in 1829, 
were not extravagant in estimating the tolls of the rail- 
way at $83,000 per annum. 


3ut sixty one thousand | 


dollars would be ten per cent, per annum, upon Mr. | 


Robinson’s liberal estimate for all expenses, of both 
roads. 


internal commerce- This isthe mystery ofher vast re- 
sources; and iron and coal are the formation of her na- 
tional grandeur.—But for these fer 800 millions ster- 
ling of debt, and enormous taxes would long since have 
crushed her. Amicus VERiratis. 





COAL FORMATION. 

In our last number we gave an extract from the Mi- 
ner’s Journal containing a new theory of Coal formation, 
by Dr. Powell, of Kentucky. [See Reg. Vol. VI. page 
346.] As we do not profess to know much of the sci- 


pared to give an opinion respecting the Doctor’s new 
system. ‘To our uninformed mind, however, it cer- 
tainly appears to be a very ingenious one, and will 
doubtless tend to elicit enquiry and promote the sci- 
ence of Geology. 

Dr. Powel has taken the proper course for obtaining 
correct information by visiting all the Coal formations 
in the State, thereby enabling him to make comparison, 


plicable to them. 


The fureign commerce of Great Britain, great | completely immersed in the bed of coal—on one side 
as it is,~beurs but a little proportion to her prodigious | 


| of this rock is found athin stratum of carbonaceous slate 


and other vegetable remains; at another place it has 


, been perforated with an augur to the depth of about 20 
furnish you with the wool, the flax, the hemp, the wa- | 


feet, and still in the same bed of slate. Upon Dr. Pow- 
els theory we cannot account for the elevated position 
of this slate bed, forming a nucleus or resting point 
near the centre of a coal basin, for a 60 feet bed of coal. 
its elevation cannot certainly be reconciled by the laws 
of gravitation, which Doctor Powell says governs the 
deposition of this rock. The immense number of ve- 
getable impressions with which it abounds would argue 
much against the theory of its having been deposited 


_in the short space of 60 or 90 days. From what source 


could such a mass of vegetable matter have been deriv- 
ed in the short time oftwo months, say April and May, 
(which must have been the months in which the depo- 
sit took place) to form a bed of slate 20 or 30 feet thick 
or more, or even to enter so largely into the composi- 
tion of such a bed asit appears to have done at the 
Mauch Chunk Coal Mines. In opening one of the 
Mauch Chunk Coal beds, at Room Run, an insulated 
sand stone rock of several tons weight, presented itself 


without impressions—the other sides are free from slate, 
& the whole appears to be surrounded & in contact with 


| the coal, the fracture of which, so far as we could judge, 


conformed to the shape of the rock— We know not how 
to account for this singular interpolation, and we can- 
not in this case bring Dr. Powell’s theory to our aid. 
The best speculation which we can make upon the sin- 
gular position of this rock would be, perhaps, to admit 


that coal is the product of vepetable matter, and form- 
ed by its decomposition; that while it was yet in a soft 


| 


} 


| 


| state, this fragment of an over-hanging clift of sandstone 
ence of world making, we were then, as now, unpre- | rock has been broken off and deposited, and that the 


carbonaceous mass has since by some unknown chemi- 


| cal agency become hardened around it, and converted 


into mineral coal. But this is merely speculation. 


Doctor Powel further remarked in his lecture that the 


| thin trata of slate which are more or less interspersed 


with the coal in every bed, were produced by occasion- 
al showers of rain through the vernal and summer 


| months, disturbing the waters of the coal lake—that 
and to judge how far his theory may be generally ap- 


when coal had commenced depositing, any disturbance 


of this kind was sufficient to cause a temporary suspen- 


sion of its crystallization, and to cause a deposit of slate 
to succeed it. 


This is a truly ingenious mode of filling up the inter- 


In the course of his lecture, at this place, he remark- 
ed that he had no where beheld so large a mass of coal | 
concentrated as at the Mauch Chunk mines, or had met } 
with so favourable an opportunity for testing his theory; | 


for in no other place had he seen a coal bed laid open 
to so fair an inspection of its internal structure. 


The great thickness and general structure of this | 


coal bed, he said, was perfectly reconcilable with his 
theory—that as it was found upon a point or nucleus 
jutting up from the bottom of the lake or coal basin, 
crystallization would, in accordance with the laws of 
christallography, first commence upon this point, and 
would continue to deposit much faster than in the less 
elevated parts of the basin. 

From the facts presented in this deposit, there ap- 
pears to be some objection to the Doctor’s Theory. — 
If this bed of coal has been formed in the short time of 


three months, through the process of crystallization | 


over this nucleus or saddle of slate rock, jt would na- 
turally follow that each lamina of slate and coal as they 
occur, would conform to the shape of the saddle, ex- 
tending in unbroken layers {rom base to base over its 
apex—but this is not the case, as numerous strata have 
been found to terminate abruptly upon the sides of the 
saddle or nucleus, as if they had been suddenly broken 
off by its uprising. Another objection to this new 
theory appears to us to present itself, in the deposit of 
this nucleus or saddle, which is a carbonaceous slate, 
filled with vegetable impressions. ‘lhis bed of slate 
has been cut across in one place to the depth of six 
feet. Atallthe depths through this cutting have been 
Vou. VI. 50, 


‘yet been discovered. 


stices of our coal beds with useless rubbish; and had 
coal speculators been as numerous, and coal land spec- 
ulation ran as high in days of yore, when these beds 
were being formed, as at the present time, many a long 
prayer would have been offered up for a long and dry 
summer. There is something very romantic in the 
idea of strolling upon the banks of one of these mine- 
ral lakes, noting the progress of various crystallizations 
as they succeed each other in their formation and de- 
position, dependant upon a clear and cloudy sky—but 
if we are to adopt this theory, in what manner should 


we reconcile the effects produced by our June and Au- 
gust freshes? 


For such occurrences we might reasonably expect 
to find in every coal bed at least one or two very thick 
strata of slate, if not of sandstone, produced by deluvi- 
an brought in by the streams; but no such strata have 
We might note, however, in 
one instance only, a deposit of slate of an unusual 
depth produced perhaps by one of the freshets above 
alluded to, and this occurs in the Beaver Meadow mines. 
For illustration, we will present these mines as far as 
explored in the following order. 


1st. Coal, said to be 30 feet thick, interspersed with 
thin slate the result of vernal ahowers and heavy dews. 

Qd. Six feet hard slate, with but few impressions— 
the result undoubtedly of a June or August freshet. 








ed with no showers and but very light dews, 
4th. Thin slate filled with vegetable impressions and 
covered with diluvian—and lake all full. 


THE CROss-CUT FROM THE PENNSYLVA- 
NIA TO THE CHILO CANAL. 

We are gratified to perceive that our remarks upon | 
this subject, and the extracts which we made from the 
Massillon Gazette, Cleaveland Herald, and Rochester | 
Daily Advertiser, have attracted considerable attention | 
in Philadelphia. Several of the papers in that city have 
noticed this matter, and appear disposed to give the 
subject due consideration. 

In our paper of the 12th instant, we stated that the 
completion of the Welland Canal had greatly simpli- 
fied the consideration of this question, and made it as 
plain as a mathematical demonstration, that if Philadel- | 
phia wished to secure any portion of the trade of the 
Ohio Canal, she must seize it before it is afloat on Lake 
Erie. The following is our reasoning:— Transportation 
on the Pennsylvania Canal, from the Lake or Allegheny | 
River to Philadelphia, must be considerably higher than | 
for the sume distance on the New York Canal, because 
water is less abundant and the lockage greater.—Again, | 
transportation from Cleaveland to Syracuse, by the way 
of the New York Canal, is 25 cents per hundred weight | 
(later accounts say 30 cents) higher than by the way of 
the Welland Canal and Oswego. Surely, then, the dif- 
ference between charges by the way of the Pennsylva- 
nia Canal and the Welland Canal will be still greater. 
If, then, produce is once afloat upon Lake Erie, is it 
reasonable to suppose that it will be landed at Erie, to 
be transported by the most expensive, rather than at 
Buffalo, to go by the dss expensive route, or than at 
Oswego, by the /east expensive route, the Weiland Ca- 
nal? 

The letter of Mr. Kelly, in our paper to day, will | 
give to our readers some idea of the importance of the | 
trade of this great artificial river of the interior of Ohio. | 
In this letter, dated C/eaveland, Sept. 20th, 1850, he says: 

** About 100,000 bushels of wheat, and 23,000 bar- | 
rels of flour, have already arrived here. A large amount 
is now lying in the warehouses, at different places on 
the canal, waiting for boats to transport it. Whiskey, 
pork, oil, ashes, butter, cheese, lard, and coal, also 
form considerable articles of transportation from the 
interior.” 

Again, he says,—It is probable that the whole 
amount of wheat transported on our canal this year will | 
reach nearly 200,000 bushels; flour 25 or 30,000 bar- 
rels; transported westward, about 25,000 barrels of salt, 
and 1500 tons of merchandise.” 

Surely to secure this amount of trade is worthy of an 
effort. When, however, we recollect that this is a 
statement of the trade when this canal is only half fin- 
ished, what may we not expect when the whole route is | 
completed.—Mr. Kelly says that the canal will be ex- | 
tended to Columbus and Circleville in June next, and 
tothe Ohio river in one year after. The whole extent 
of this canal passes through the very finest parts ef the 
State of Ohio—through a country equal to any of the 
same extentin the world. The census now taking will 
show a very great increase of the population of every 
county through which this canal passes. 

So great is the facility of transportation from the in- | 
terior of Ohio to the State of New York, that w heat | 
now commands a higher price at Massillon, one hun- 
dred miles west of Pittsburgh, than at the salt-works, | 
fifty or sixty miles east of it. 

In our last paper we gave some hasty remarks, in- | 
tended to show the immense amount of trade which is | 
destined to float along the canal which 1s being rapidly 
executed through the state of Ohio. We also endea- 
yvoured to show, that if it was desired to divert this trade 
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| no doubt be still farther increased. 
| competitor with New York for the trade of the upper 
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it before it is embarked on Lake Erie. The opening 
of the Welland canal has so greatly increased the fa- 
cility and decreased the expense of transportation from 
Lake Erie to New York, that it would be folly to at- 


| tempt to compete with that city for any portion of trade 


which has once been shipped on that lake. 
At the very opening of the Canadian canal, the trans- 


| portation of one hundred weight of goods from Cleave- 


land, through that canal and by Oswego, to the N. York 
canal at Syracuse, cost twenty-five cents less than by the 
way of Buffulo to the same point. Since that time the 
difference has been increased to thirty cents, and will 
Montreal may bea 


lakes—Philadelphia never can be. 

The enterprise and ambition of the New Yorkers are 
not satisfied with securing the whole trade of the upper 
lakes: their funds hsve been liberally advanced to the 
state of Ohio, and by their means a canal, exceeding 
400 miles in length, is rapidly advancing to completion. 
This canal passes within eighty miles of Pittsburgh ina 
straight line, and, if its present tendency is not coun- 
teracted, will divert from Pennsylvania to New York 
many of our neighbors and best customers. 

The plain questions for the consideration of our le- 
gislature are these: Will you, by listless inactivity, per- 
mit the designs of the New Yorkers to be carried into 
complete effect, or will you, by a wise and liberal po- 
licy, foil all their schemes, and convert the money len- 
ders of Wall street into reluctant benefactors of Penn- 
sylvania?—Will you permit the labors and expenditures 
of our rivals to work us serious injury, or will you, by 
a well directed effort, turn all those labors and expen- 
ditures to our own advantage ?—Recollect that the great 
artificial river which passes through the state of Ohio, 
bears about the same relation Pittsburgh, that the Sus- 
quehannariver does to Philadelphia. From Pittsburgh 
to Bolivar, or Massillon, is just about as far as from Phi- 
ladelphia to Middletown, on the Susquehannah. Re- 
collect, also, that this great artificial river waters a 
country exceeding in extent, and far exceeding in gene 
ral fertility, the country watered by the Susquehanna. 
Heretofore Pennsylvania has enjoyed a great portion of 
the trade of this extensive and thriving country, and 
will continue to enjoy it unless our rulers view the ac- 
tive exertions of the New Yorkers with indifference. 


Suppose that our legislature and the citizens of Phi- 
ladelphia had stood by, and permitted the enterprise 
and energy of the Baltimoreans to divert the trade of 
the Susquehanna country to their city, what would 
have been thought and said of them? Surely the trade 
of the whole interior of Ohio is, or soon will be, as im- 
portant as that of the river Susquehanna. Will our le- 
gislature and citizens evince less enterprise and public 
spirit, than the citizens of New York and Baltimore? 
The former, by their money, are laboring to extend 
their business, in the rear of Pennsylvania, to the Ohio 
river, thus cutting off from Pennsylvania a great por- 
tion of trade which nature seems to have allotted to 
her. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio canal, if permitted to be 
completed without any counteracting efforts in Balti- 
timore, would have operated upon that city precisely as 
the Ohio canal is intended to affect Philadelphia. The 
Baltimoreans, however, possessed too much enterprise, 
and public spirit, and sound judgment, to stand idle 
spectators of the activity of their neighbors. They de- 
termined, by the construction of a railroad, to secure at 
least the trade which they already enjoyed, if not great- 
ly to increase it, Let Pennsylvania, then, benefit by 
the example of her competitors. It is in her power to 
do so, and if she does not, she will have ample leisure 
to repent her inactivity. 

Two routes for an intersecting canal between those of 
Ohio and Pennsylvania have been proposed—one by the 
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way of the Big Beaver and Mahoning to the Portage 
Summit, at Akron; the other, by the way of the Little 
Beaver and the Sandy, to the Ghio canal at Bolivar, in 
Tuscarawas county. The former would be in length 
about 150 miles; the latter is by actual measurement 120 
miles.—We mean not to decide which should be pre- 
ferred. The southern route is the shortest, but is per- 
haps less abundantly supplied with water. The north- 
ern route passes a greater distance through the State of 
Pennsylvania; the other enters farther into the interior 
of Ohiv.—Suppose, however, the decision made, and 
one of the cross-cut canals completed, what advantages 
will it offer in the competition with New York for the 
trade of Ohio’ In the discussion of this question, the 
cheapness, safety, distance, and the duration of time in 
each year which the navigation may be open, are the 
ruling considerations. 


As to the first, cheapness, we have not the means of | 


deciding whether transportation by the Welland canal 
and Oswego to New York, or by the cross-cut and the 
Pennsylvania canal to Philadelphia, will be lower. 
While, however, we candidly acknowledge that there 
are some doubts in this question, we may add that these 
very doubts prove, most conclusively, that if Philadel- 
phia hopes to secure any portion of the Ohio canal 


trade, she must do it by this cross-cut; because if we | 


cannot secure it before it is afloat’on Lake Erie, any at- 
tempt to seize it afierwards would be ridiculous. From 
Akron or Bolivar to Philadelphia is very little farther 
than from Erie tothe same city. If, then, we cannot 
take produce from Akron or Bolivar, by the vay of 
Pittsburgh, to Philadelphia, cheaper than by the Wel- 


land canal to New York, surely we cannot take it | 


from Akron to Cleaveland, ship it to Erie, and then 
again send it on board a canal boat to Philadelphia, as 
cheap as it can be sent by the Welland canal to New 
York. ‘Thisis as plain, to our minds, as that two and 
one are more than two. 

As to the next requisite, safety, the advantage is in 
favor of the route by the cross-cut and Pennsylvania ca- 
nal, this being all by a canal, the other being partly by 
a very dangerous lake navigation, whether it terminates 
at Erie, Buffalo, or Oswego. Here we may add that 
the cheapest route from Cleaveland, that to Oswego, is 
the most dangerous, being exposed to a double lake 
voyage. 

As to distance, inspection of a map will satisfy every 
person that the whole of the Ohio canal, which is now 
finished, is nearer to Philadelphia, than from Buffalo, 


of the lake navigation from Cleaveland to Buffalo, pro- 
duce at any point on the Ohio canal is nearer to Phila- 
delplia than to New York. 
As to the duration of navigation, it wiJl be at least 
one hundred days in the year in favor of the cross-cut. 
Since the publication of our last paper, we have laid 
our hands upon the Reports of the Pennsylvania Canal 
Commissioners for 1830, and Major Douglas’ Report 
upon the Little Beaver and Sandy route to the Ohio 
Canal, from which we obtain the following results:— 


‘ 





Miles. 
From Bolivar, on the Ohio canal to Cleaveland, 

BB MHOUt. 2. crccccccccccseccecccccccccccceces 2 
From Cleaveland to Erie, by the lake........ 90 
From Erie to Pittsburgh, by Shenango route, 1674 

3294 
From Bolivar to Pittsburgh, by Maj. Douglas’ 

TN idin soc ccc con dadccccccccevcqiosdeecss 390 
Difference in favor of the route from Bolivar, 

by the way of the Sandy and Little Beaver, to 

the Pennsylvania canal at Pittsburgh........ 2094 


Again—From Bolivar to Cleaveland is . 
From Cleaveland to Erie.........esceeecseees 


CROSS-CUT CANAL. 


} 





| 








From Erie to the mouth of Kiskeminetas, by 





French creek and the Allegheny.... ....... 162 
324 
From Bolivar to Pittsburgh, by Little 


Beaver.. 
From Pittsburg 


aia hah ed eta eal a 
1 tothe mouth of Kiskemine- 
é aneese Bama 


eer e etree ee eeee 


Difference in favor of the route from Bolivar, by 
the way of the Sandy and Little Beaver, to 
the Pennsylvania cana! at the mouth of Kis- 
Rika steko need senderencntnewnagesees 175 


Thirdly —From Akron to Cleaveland........40 
From Cleaveland, by way of Erie and the 
Shenango route, to Pittsburgh...........2573—2974 
From Akron, on the Ohio canal at the Portage 
Summit, by the way of the Mahoning and Big 


Beaver, to Pittsburgh,* the distance is about 150 
Difference in favor of the Mahoning route from 
Akron to Pittsburgh..... .. ..-. bo bitketun . ae 


Fourthly—-From Akron to Erie, by the way of 
Cleaveland, is...... bsntitis bats dancelGeaslacaee 
From Erie to the Pennsylvania canal, at the 
mouth of Kiskeminetas, by French creek 
and the Allegheny... ......ceecsceeeeee eee l62—2Y2 
From Akron to Pittsburgh, by the Mahoning, 150 
From Pittsburgh to the mouth of the Kiskemi- 
netas..... wee 29-179 


ee eee eee ee eee seem eee n eee 


Difference in favor ef the route by the Mahon- 


ing to the mouth of the Kiskemimetas........ 103 


Upon these statements we will make noremarks, but 
will remind the reader that, by taking the direct route 


| from Bolivar to Pittsburgh or the mouth of the Kiske- 


minetas, the owners of goods will not only save the dis- 


'tances mentioned, but they will also avoid the risk of 
} . . ‘ 
_detention by ice at Cleaveland, and the dangers of a 


lake navigation from Cleaveland to Erie. With these 
tacts before our eyes, surely it is not strange that we 
should wish to have an intercepting line from the Penn- 
sylvania canal to Bolivar or Akron.—Pitisburgh Gaz. 


We invite the attention of our readers to anarticle in 


this week’s paper, copied from the ‘* Pittsburgh Ga- 


0, | zette,” onthe subject of the cross canal. 
by the way of Albany, to New York, so that, exclusive | 


{ 


| 


i 


We are pleased to see an effort made to arouse the 
people of Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, to a sense of 


| what we have long conceived to be their true interest. 


The facts set forth in the article alluded to, relative to 


) the advantages to be derived from the construction of a 


j 


| cross canal, are incontrovertible. 


The distance, from 
any point on the Ohio canal south of the Portage Sum- 
mit, is greaterto New York than to Philadelphia. If 
in connection with this, we consider the hazards of a 
Lake navigation, and the fact, that a canal on the 
Pennsylvania route could be navigated seyeral weeks 
earlier in the Spring and later in the Fall, than the New 
York Canal, no doubt can exist, but that the Philadel- 


_phia market would prescnt inducements to the citizens 


of Ohio far superior to that of New York. It isa fact 
worthy of consideration, that a great proportion of the 
individuals who are engaged in mercantile business in 
the interior towns of this State—indeed some who re- 
side in this county, purchase their goods in Philadelphia 


,at this time, in preference to New York—and to avoid 


| 
! 


an expensive land transportation, forward them to New 
York, thence by the Erie canal and the Lake to Cleave- 











* We have not the surveys of this route, but we be- 


72 lieve that we are not more than two or three miles 
90 | wrong, and that we overate the distance. 








Frie. Let a direct water communication be opened 


from the Ohio Canal to Ph ladelphia, and it requires no 
spirit of prophecy to foresee that a vast share of the bu- 
siness would be transferred to that channel, which 


now passes through the New York canal.—2avenna 
Courier. , 


PHILADELPHIA—by a New-Yorker. 


The following is an extract of a letter froma correspondent of 


the “New York Observer,” written at Washington, the theatre of 


his labors for the winter. It willamuse some of our readers. 


“Isa great city for this hemisphere,and characteristic- 
ally diverse from her gay, plumed, and flirting rival.— 
Think of William Penn in his staid habit and plain dress, 
from his silver slice buckle to his broad brim, looking 
sobriety and good sense, appearing to respect him- 
selfand commanding the respect of others,—and he is a 
fair representative, ashe was the founder of Philadel- 
phia. The Quaker (modern and at Philadelphia—where 
alone a fair definition of the sect can be framed) is phy- 
sically—a neat, trim, proper man;—morally, circun- 
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seen, (I risk perhaps asmile of ridicule from some,) I 
venture to commend that of Trinity Church, New York, 
as the mostappropriate, chaste, and perfect of its kind. 
Leta man look at that a thousand and ten thousand 
times, and every successive view will afford him ad- 
ditional satisfaction, and a more indelible conviction of 
its perfect symmetry. 


‘There is no very remarkable public edifice at Phi- 


| ladelphia, but the United States Bank;—except that the 


Mint, now in construction, when complete, will assert 
some claims of this sort. The Bank is absolutely per- 


fect, and I dare to say unrivalled of its Aind in North 


noticeable. 


America. There are so many superior and imposing 
public edifices and private mansions in Philadelphia, 
that one must be very extraordinary to be especially 


Indeed, architecture in this city, as com- 


_bining the effects of simplicity, grandeur, and sensible 


spect and honest;— politically, frugal and thriving :— 


religiously, keeping well such Scriptures as this: —‘*He 
that provideth not for his own house, is worse than an 
infidel.” The female part of this respectable com- 
munity (I would not offend them by calling them 
ladies) always appear, in-doors and out, as if they were 


safely kept in a glass receiver, that nota dust of this. 


world might light upon them—as pure as any waxen 
image, that ever showed its face through the window of 
a hair dresser’s shop, 


and the internal of the fixtures, and so far as manners are 


concerned, I could wish, that all our other cities and | —that Philadelphia makes a world in herself, altogeth- 


As a sect, they are | 


towns were as much blessed. 

doubtless the most perfect of morals and manners, and 
collect within themselves and enjoy more of this world’s 
comfort, than any other community. 
perate and frugal,and consequently independent—often 
very wealthy. They are commonly honest, and conse- 
quently enjoy all the benefits of mutual confidence,to a 
reasonable extent—as also of the respect of the world. 
They have every needful comfort, without the pride of 
show;—they have purity and kindness of manners, with- 
out affectation. They patronize and cultivate literature 
and science, the fine and useful arts—and their state ot 
society enables them to appreciate such uccomplish- 
ments. 

But toreturnto Philadelphia. It is a great, beauti- 
fal, rich, and self-complacent city. Physically it lies 
within the forks of two rivers,the Delaware and Schuyl- 
kill, the former the channel of its foreign commerce, 
the latter by means of witificial works, one of the main 
arteries of its internal communications, by which espe- 
cially it preys upon the bowels of the earth to get fuel 
for herself and other cities. Another artery of the same 
kind and for the same purpose runs up the Delaware, 
and branches out into the same inexhaustible regions of 
coal. Philadelphia also rests in the bosom of a wide, 


flat, and monotonous country, lifting up no prominence | no frosts to check vegetation, and our farmers find great 


for the showing of itself. 


And the only way to geta 
vi 


w of the city, (no thanks to the Quakers,) is to as- 
cend a steeple, of which there are enly two prominent 
ones, Christ’s Church and Dr. Skinner's (singular! but 
the latter is as truly Christian as the former,) from 
which one looks abroad upon nothing but a turbid and 
smokey ocean cf houses. Besides these two steeples, 
there is here and there a homely | 
very modest cupola. The churches are generally void 
of external adornments, especially of that inutile, and 
na Quaker’s creed, vain and proud thing—asteeple.— 
That steeples, in good taste, both in town and country, 
are very gratifying to the eye, is, I think, altogether 
unquestionable. What observer does act feel this, in 


the northern and eastern states, in comparison of the 
middle and southern’ 


The Quaker leaven has lIcaven- | 
ed Philadelphia thoroughly. And so far as the external 


duration, (which | take to be the highest perfection of 
the art,) seems to be the home of those engaged in it. 
There are very numerous public and private buildings 
in Philadelphia, combining perfections both in the ex- 
terior and interior, for happy effect upon the eye, for 
convenience, for comfort, and for durability, whieh, I 
am incl:ned to believe, none but Philadelphian artists, 
in our own country could impart. 

The foreign commerce of Philadelphia suffers much in 
comparison and by the all commanding advantages of 
New York. But such is the countless wealth of the for- 
mer city,—such her internal resources, and her indisso- 
luble connections with a vast and rich interior—such 
the acknowledged superiority of her artists—of almost 
every description—there are so many established 
and productive manufactories—she has so much litera- 


ture, science, and professional talents in her own bosom 


They are tem-} 


other and more complicated causes, 


locking tower, or aj 


And of all mcdels I have ever ' 


er independent of the accidental superiorities of her ri- 
val sister. And her growth within afew years last past 
has been more substantial and more rapid, than at any 
former period. I had expected to see this city de- 
cline. But itis no longera question. She is destined 
to rise and grow with the country—depending on many 
But not less cer- 
tain than those which secure the prosperity of New 
York. The water works of Philadelphia, besides do- 
ing her great credit for the enterprise and skill by which 
they have been constructed, are no unimportant item in 
the treasures of her public wealth. Itis and will for- 
ever be aself-creating power of a munificent revenue. 
Her public squares will ultimately become inost cheer- 
ing promenades and delightful rural scenes in the heart 
of sogreat a city. The medical school of Philadel- 
phia furnishes probably all the advantages and equal 
talent with the best schools of the kind in Europe.” 














THE SEASON, 

Dortestrown, Bucks Co. Nov. 29. 
Such has been the mildness of the season, that on 
this day, the 29th November, our fields and gardens 
have quite as green & flourishing an appearance, as they 
usually have in the month of September. We have had 


advantage from being able to turn their cattle sull to 
pasture. 


Cuesrer, Pa. Nov. SO. 
IVgh Tide.—We experienced yesterday, in conse- 
quence of the heavy east wind which prevailed an un- 
precedenied high tide. It rose near a foot over the 


piers, and has completely inundated all the meadows 
near this borough. 


Curster, (Pa.) Dec. 3, 1830. 
High Tide.—Since te never to-be-forgotten “Easter 
Sunday,’ (some seven years back,) the shores of the 
Delaware have not been visited by so great a rise of 
the tide as on Monday lasi. Chester was near being 
swamped. The Piers disappeared. Kerlin’s bank, 
and every other bank in the neighborhood, sustained 





1830,} 


$e —_—$_____—— —— 


first a pressure from the fluid, and then a heavy run | 
upon them, as is often the fate of banks on the highest | 
grounds. The coal lying on the wharf took an unex- | 
pected dip. The Upland cotton in the warehouse be- | 
came Island cotton, for half of it was submerged. The } 
poor tanners were at work in the rain to save their) 
hides from the wet. In short, it was a day of chill, | 
gloom; and damp, as dull as this paragraph. 

Snow to the depth of three or four inches, is said to 
have fallen in the Allegheny mountains between Clear- 
fieldtown and Bellefonte, a fortnight since. 








West Cugster, Dec. 7. | 
We were visited yesterday morning with a violent | 
show-storm from the north-east, which continued until | 
about 12 0’clock, when the wind changed, and blew up | 


cold from the north-west. But we have no sleighing | 
yet! 


Remarkable Fecundity. —Maj. John Urie, of Strabane 
township, left at this office last week, two apples mea- 
suring, each, about 4 inches in circumference and 2 
inches in diameter, being a part of a second crop taken 
this year from atree on his farm. ‘The first crop fell | 
off in harvest, and the tree was in full bloom about the | 
Ist of September.— Wash. (Pa.) Reporter. 








Germantown, (Penn.) Dec. 1. 

The Season.—A gentleman left at this office, on Sa- | 
turday morning last, a full grown Catharine Peat, of the 
second growth, which was taken from a tree of Mr. Pe- 

ter Bechtel, Sr. of Mount Airy, 


The curious can see | 
it by calling as above. 


Puriapeteuta, Dec. 6. 

Green Peas.—A friend has presented us with a quan- | 

tity of “green peas,” the quality of which we shall try | 

to-day. Some of the vines accompan) ing the pods are 

covered with blossoms. The peas were raised on the 

farm of Mr. Joun Kenwortney, near Frankford. This 
beats New Jersey.—U. S Gaz. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Lower Delaware,...... 

















Higeven oncoee Man 
MOGs cs cccaccesee eveacanduabenesda 3632 
New Maiket,.......... bier + 0.7443 
WAGs co ccescecerceosecess eHgnetenece 5796 
North Mulberry,.......... cece eesened 5804 
ng ptiudineeededninirennewhens si 5540 
Pes acascsentecssesces : » » 3467 
| South Mulberry,.....cccccccccccesess 5364 
Upper Delaware,...cccccccvesccccces 5763 
ni cerenuiecsseeesés tne jnabien 3428- 80,477 
NoRTHERN LIBERTIES— 
PP ostandbotcntens énvonenesae 
Sy. 28. Sek eageeeeesensencess ceed hd 
es ho wewenvian cvccceccceveces Hee 
Ci FF - cpntcivesanevenunas veenanseee 
es * iWihds seesenwnneendbes 5471 
Ci * . ences jedeeedeeseunsedeaws 4946 
Pt Sev aeetewohaies jenpeseee .- 4092 28,925 
| Spring Garden,........++++- pacenevegnens ooccekhg al 
ee att. « vckc cones wesns gee 
Do. Weta cts xes ere -20,746 
| Kensington,........ na VabeedeVadne denies cvceshapaee 
| PROPOR joo a sence corn rencsrescsceswecitanes 6822 
Passyunk,.ccccccceces TTT ee cudeses ee 
Blockley,....+..seeeee ob Hees snawihnes ee .. 3401 
Bristol, ° afb pte ‘ 1425 
| Byberry, . . aw ° « « 3B 
Frankford, “ we 1637 
Germantown, . . a? a . 4642 
| Kingsessing, ‘ ° ee ° 1068 
Lower Dublin, . . ‘ wix 2705 
Moreland, wiywe at os 418 
Unincorporated N. Liberties, . oN 2453 
| Oxford, i ie ie 1502 
| Penn Township, P ‘ 2507 
| Roxborough, ‘ 3334 
Total amount, . ‘ 188,986 
Total amount Deaf and Dumb, 139 
Total Blind gi taG 48 57 
Aliens, (not waturalized.) . 4179 


First snow in Philadelphia, Dec. 6th. 


Cotumara, Dec. 2d. 

The papers from different parts of the state, speak | 
of the season thus far as having been uncommonly mild | 
and productive. A Reading editor mentions the disco- | 
very of a ripe cherry onatree on his yard, known by | 
the name of Mayduke. In Wilkesbarre, an editor had | 
presented to him a fine mess of green peas In the‘ lot | 
of Mr. George Risinger, of Buttstown, near York, says 
the Gazette, there is a mulberry tree, which for two 
successive years has borne a double crop of mulberries. 
The second crop for the present year is now ripe, and | 
the fruit as large and perfect as any gathered in the 
proper season. The editor of the U.S. Gazette seems | 
to have been the most fortunate in the bestowment of | 
these rarities of the season. He had presented to him | 
a dish of strawberrics and cream? Our mouth waters 
while we are wri‘ ng it down. 

And lastly we would not forget to notice, among the 
extraordinaries, an ear of green corn left at our office, 
which grew in the garden of Mr. J. Campbell, of this | 
place. Itlooks as fine as though it were picked in Au- 
gust. Mr. C. informed us, that he gathered a fine mess 
of roasting ears last week. All the cases cited above, 
may be put down as remarkable phenomena. 


| 
| 
| 





CENSUS OF THE CITY AND COUNTY OF PHI- 
LADELPHIA— OFFICIAL. 


City 
Cedar Ward, ......... ieee cs edabacd 6321 
Chestnut......... itd te aialedr oun aulee xo 4115 
GOK. 0c cccccccccccccccecs eédoocvesi 5378 
High street,....cccsscccccscccce cece 4446 
LOCUSt, o ccvcccccccc-cccce oeecccssees 7117 


We hope hereafter to furnish a more detailed 
of the Census of the City and State. 


view 


New ADVENTURE. 

Arrived at this place from Honesdale, at the head of 
the Delaware and Hudson Canal, two boats, Pilot and 
Spy, A. Bently, master. —These Boats took the Lacka- 
waxen river at Honesdale, thence down at Carpenter’s 
Point, took in 50 tons Plaster Paris, 3 miles below the 
Water Gap, on the Delaware, then took in 37,006 feet 
of Boards to Bethlehem, on the Lehigh, 12 miles above 


| Easton, thence in ballast te this place for coal in 10 


days—deduct 3 days for bad weather. 
Captain Bentley says he has been engaged for seve- 
ral years in the canaliing and transporting business on 


the Erie and other canals, but thinks the Lehigh Canal 


surpasses any he has seen for simplicity of construction 
and durability; he further says; he intends building two 


_ deck boats, 7 feet deep, to run from this place to Phi- 
| ladelphia next season, if the company will raise the foot 


bridges at the out-let locks, which are rather low.— 
Mauch Chunk Courier. 
DELAWARE BREAKWATER. 
The Secretary of War says, ** The breakwater situa- 
ted at the mouth of the Delaware river is another valu- 
able improvement, which, within the last year, has been 
rapidly pregressing. The work has already risen above 
the water, and furnished evidence of its importance to 
our commerce. During the violent gales of last Sep- 
| tember, several vessels which lay under the protection 
/ of this work were preserved. ‘The force of the sea 
being broken by its opposition, they were enabled to 
_ keep at their mooring, and to ride out the gale in safety, 
| Fifteen other vessels in view, not possessing the advan- 

tages of this position, were driven on shore, and lost, ot 
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gotten off at much expense. <A few years will com- | saw this, he gave Nice the wink, and away they went 
plete this valuable work. ‘The attention it has received | together, perhaps never thought of afierwards.—Jb. 
since it was placed in charge of the Quartermaster’s | — 

Department by your direction, and the advantages al-| We were informed by a; entleman from Clark’s Ville, 
ready derived from it, give proof of the propriety of its , that on Saturday last, a break of about eighty feet, took 
completion, and of the numerous benefits it must afford place on the Railroad, cccasioned by the breaking of 
to commerce. Atthis heretofore hazardous part of our the ropes (which are used for letting the Cars gently 
coast navigation, a security will be afforded, which,in a down the plane.) The velocity with which the cars, 
few years, may occasion a saving of property which will) when loaded with coal; and nothing to prevent their 
amply compensate for the cost incurred in its construc- | headway, descend the plane, is the most astonishing 


tion.” _ thing ever heard of—it ra:ely occurs, without crushing 
— | them totally to pieces. —Milford Eagle. 
Arrived, at Philadelphia, boat Beauty Mary, captain | — 
Heackaman, 7 days from Pine Grove, Pa. with coal and | CuaMBERsBURG, Nov. 23. 


iron to J. R. & J. M. Bolton, being the first boat that has} A Panther, measuring nine feet from the tip of the 
arrived at this place from the bead of the Swatara, tail to the point of the nose, was killed week before 
— last, on the mountain in the neighborhood of Loudon, 

The two Duichmen.—Previous to the Revolution, two | in this county. These formidable animals have become 

honest Dutchmen, who resided some distance in the | extremely scarce in this part of the country. The per- 

country, annually purchased their Almanacs from Mr. | son who made the rare capture, was hunting racoons af- 

Christopher Sower, who established the first printing | ter night; the panther was treed by his dogs, after hav- 

office, and issued the first newspaper in Germantown. | ing been chased some distance, and he was brought 

They thought,as a matter of course,that the almanac was | down by one rifle ball, to the surprise of the hunter, 

made particularly to determine the future state of the | who had not previously suspected the danger he had in- 

weath er, On which they relied with implicit confidence. | curred by the encounter.— Republican. 

Upon a time, they agreed to visit Philadelphia together, —— 

at a specified period, put unfortunately they neglected PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 

to consult their oracle as to the then state of the weath- : 

er. One of them, however, a few days afterwards, up- Sheveday Heening. Bes. Sih. 


on examination, discovered that the almanac prophesi- Remonstrances were presented against the erection 
ed that they were to have wet weather at the very time of additional market houses in High street. — 

they intended to visit the city together. Hedetermin-| _ Petitions were presented for converting Rittenhouse 
ed not togo. The other’s business being more urgent, | Square into a military parade ground. ; 

he made up his mind to go at all events. Contrary to | Petitions were presented for making Eighth street a 


expectation, the weather proved to be very fine; but | Stand for the sale of Farmers’ produce: and also for 
the following week, the time to which the first had | making Ninth street a stand. 
postponed his trip, it was extremely rainy and unpleas- A communication was received from Jacob Reese & 
ant, but agreeably to his firm belief and intent, he took | Son, respecting the condition of a lot at the corner of 
up the line of march for Philadelphia. On his return, Arch and Schuylkill Seventh street, from which it is 
however, to appease his chagrin and disappointment, impossible to drain the water, since the paving of Arch 
he called at Mr. Sower’s office in Germantown, and told | street. 
him, in not a very smooth tone, that his almanac con-| | ‘The usual references was made of the above peti- 
tained lies, and that he never would again believe in,or | tons. a 
purchase any more of them, as it positively said A communication was received from the Permanent 
last week and none this, but that the weather itself, | Bridge Company, signifying their assent to the pro- 
had proved to the contrary. “Friend,” said the old posal to extend Beach-st. by an arched way, through 
gentleman,in a grave tone as he took the Dutchman by the abutment of the Bridge, on condition that the ex- 
the hand; ‘*Friend, remember that I make the almanac, | pense be paid by the public, and neydamage be done 
but God Almighty makes the weather.” This short | to the Bridge. Referred to Messrs. Johnson, Coryell, 
but pointed speech, seemed to satisfy the Dutchman,in | Sexton, Horne, Duane, and Worrell. 
some measure and after a shake of the hand, he calmly | Messrs. Kittera, Duane, Massey, Moss, Israel and 
pursued his homeward course, probably reflecting how | Murray, were appointed to confer with the Count 
strange the human character. —Germaniown Telgraph. | Commissioners upon the subject of the sale of Walnut 
- | Street Prison, and to unite with them in such measures 

Anecdote of the Revolution. —The following annecdote as may be useful to effect said object—with power to 
was related to us a few days since, by an old and re-, act in any application to the Legislature that may be 
spectable inhabitant of this place, who was an eye wit-| deemed necessary for the sale of the said property, and 
ness ofthe scene, During that partof the Revolution the removal of the prisoners therefrom. . 
in which the British retained possession of Germantown, | | A Communication was received from the commis- 

kind of apicket guard was stationed at the Market | sioners of Spring Garden, requesting an extension of 
House Square, who frequently, on trivial pretexts, ar- their contract for the supply of Schuylkill water, so as 
rested the whig citizens of the place, and put them un- | to embrace the whole district. Referred to the Water- 
der guard. Atone time, they placed under guard, a | ing committee. 
certain John Nice, who was famous asa vendue cryer, | ‘The committee on Ways and Means reported, that to 

| 
| 


as wellas a cradler of grain. Several ofhis neighbours | pay fer the construction of the Pine street Sewer, and 
seeing him thus situated, one of thema Mr. Hergeshei- | to cover the deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
mer, approached the guard to procure his release, on | year, it would be necessary to borrow 60,000 dollars. 
the pretext, that he wished him to cradle his buck-| A bill to authorise a loan, was passed accordingly. 
wheat; but the relentless guard roughly bade him to A resolution was passed for paving T'un alley. 

stand off. At this instant, a great rush was seen to- Messrs. Johnson, Coryell, Massey and Duane, were 
wards the head quarters of the commanding Gen. Howe, | appointed to consider the propriety of disposing of the 
which were established in the house now owned by Mr. | Lombard street or Drawbridge lots, and purchasing a 
Perot, of Philadelphia and stands immediately opposite | lot in a central situation on which to erect a watch 
the road called the Church Lane. A messenger had | house and depository of oil. : ! 

just arrived with the news of the surrender he _ Select Council accepted the resignation of Mr. 

nd every onc hastened to know the particulrrs—our | Boyd. : i 
guns meng the number. Assoon asthe neighbour| ‘he bill to fix the salary of the City Solicitor, was 


en 
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taken up by the Select Council, and after having been 
amended, was referred to Messrs, Duane, Massey, and 
W orrell, for further amendment. 

The subject of the restoration of the Hall of Inde- 
pendence to its ancient form, was referred to the com- 
mitte on the State House. 


The committee on Logan Square was requested to | 


make an estimate of the expense of filling up and le- 
velling said square. 


_— 








—_——_— 


METEOROLOGICAL TABLE. 
According to Fahrenheit, in the shade, the tempera. 
ture of the weather at Mauch Chunk was as follows, du- 
ring the time specified. 









































DaTE & = = y 
Be @ c - 
1830 pe | 8 | 8 | FE 
NOVEMBER. = & * > ° 
i 52 67 60 .04 
2 38 60 57 
3 56 | 4 | 38 | 66 
4 34 51 46 18 
§ 32 52 42 
6 36 54 48 
7 48 39 | 53 
8 50 57 | 53 
9 52 64 60 
10 | 52 59 54 33 
11 50 56 53 
12 46 50 47 1.65 
13 | 46 | 52 | 51 | 1.00 
14 50 55 49 a 
15 52 59 57 
16 | 54 | 60 | 55 
17 53 65 56 
18 52 55 | 46 
19 32 50 45 
20 44 53 $i 
21 44 43 40 
22 44 50 51 99 
23 | 48 51 45 
24 42 46 41 
25 42 42 8 .96 
26 41 42 42 
27 44 46 44 | 
28 43 48 | 45 
29 38 40 40 .50 
30 38 40 37 
Between 5 & 7, A. M. 1348 is the number of degrees 
of the Thermometer during the month. ‘ 
Days 
1348--30=45+. Between 5 and 7, A.M. 
1575--30—@52+4 At Noon. 
1445—-30—48+ At Sunset. 
— Days. 
145—2=48-+ Average. 


Quantity of Rain that fell,.........+++: cen see 














PUBLIC MEETING. 


At a meeting of the Prop: ietorsand Land Holders, on 
the eastern division of the Pennsylvania Rail Road, held 
at the public house of Edward Siter, (Spread Eagle) the 
27th ult. EDWARD SITER, was called to the chair, 
and Answer Lrwis, appointed Secretary. 

A memorial, prepared by acommittee appointed at a 
meeting held the 16th ult. wes presented and read; and 
being considered, was adepted, and Robert Evans, 
Mordecai Thomas, Henry Carter, Atlee Potter, Abner 
Lewis, William Morgan, John R. Longstreth, James An- 
derson, M. D. Henry Bowman and Amos George, were 
appointed to obtain signatures, and when fully signed, 
forward the petition to Edward Siter, in order that it 
may be transmitted to the legislature as early as practi- 
cable. 


PENNSYLVANIA LEGISLATURE. 


The editors of papers in the counties of Chester, Det- 
aware, Montgomery ad Philadelphia, friendly to the ob- 
ject. are requested to publish the proceedings of this 
meeting, and also the memorial. 

EDWARD SITER, Chairman. 
ABNER Lewis, Secretary. 
To the Senate and Hous: of Representatives of the Com: 
monwealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly met- 


The petition of the Proprietors and Land Holders 
through which the eastern division of the Pennsylvania 
rail road is located— 

RESPECTFULLY REPRESENTS, — 


That your petitioners availing themselves of the high 
privilege of freemen, guaranteed by our excellent con- 
stitution, of peaceably assembling and petitioning for re- 
dress of grievances; do earnestly but respectfully beg 
leave to state their settled conviction, that the 5th and 
6th sections of the act of 6th of April last, entitled ‘‘an 
act relative to the appointment of Canal Commissioners,” 
is an infringement of the constitutional provision, article 
9, Section 10. “No man’s property shall be taken or 
applied to public use, without the consent of his repre- 
sentatives, and without just compensation being made.” 

The act above referred to, provides for the erection 

of a tribunal of an anomalous character, and one hither- 
to unknown to our laws, whose decision is declared to 
be final, to value the damages sustained by the public 
works. The commissioners are authorised and required 
to offer compensation according to their estimate of the 
injury, and an appeal lies to the board of appraisers in 
case of dissutisfaction with the offers of the commission- 
ers, but should the appraisers not award a greater amount 
than the commissioners had previously tendered, the 
expense shall be borne by the persons appealing, a pro- 
vision sufficiently onerous, to deter many who are suf: 
fering, from calling on the appraisers to pass upon their 
case. 
} Your petitioners fully believing that they are entitled 
| to the constitutional privilege of having the value of 
| their property estimated agreeably with the practice 
| which has prevailed in the case of common public roads, 
by impartial juries, living in the vicinity, selected and 
) appointed by a tribunal in which they can confide, and 
with special reference to the particular application, and 
qualified from their local knowledge and information, 
to give satisfaction and to decide correctly: which stran- 
gers, living one, two, or three hundred miles off, unac- 
quainted, except by the information of others, with the 
value of our property, cannot reasonably be expected 
to do, are therefore constrained to enter their solemn 
protest against those provisions of said act. They do 
not mean to express any distrust of the capacity, or in- 
tegrity of the commissioners or appraisers, but it would 
appear to them a bold assumption to clothe any three 
mer, however exalted their station, er however compe- 
tent to decide in their particular districts, with the final 
adjudication of cases so diversified, of so interesting and 
important a character, not only to a large portion of your 
constituents, but to the state at large, and spread over 
its widely extended circuit: but for the reasons above 
stated we could not feel that confidence in their deci- 
sions that would warrant an application to them as the 
last resort. 

Your memorialists have freely and cheerfully given 
up a portion of their private property for the public 
good; under a firm conviction that a reasonable compen- 
sation will not be withheld; and with deference be it 
spoken, an incompetent tribunal they conceive equiva- 
lent to a denial of justice. And they avail themselves of 
the present occasion to express their entire friendly feel- 
ings in favor of a well regulated and judicious system of 
internal improvement, and their disposition to aid and 
support the constituted authorities in all just and proper 
measures calculated to promote that object. They look 
forward with anxious concern to the completion of the 
great public works now in progress, and commenced 
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under favorable auspices, which they desire may be pro- | _ Corporations,—Messrs. Wise, Sullivan, Miller, Has- 
secuted with effective energy, so as to open as early as | singer, Steever, 
practicable, facilities of intercourse, and a regular line ; Estates and Escheates.—Messrs. Morris, Wise, Reiff, 
of communication between the interior, the western | Ringland, King. 

country, and the great emporium of our state, thereby | To Compare bills—Messrs. Krepps, Piper, Bertolet, 
rendering productive the funds already invested, and Miller, Robinson. 

availabie to the payment of the pnblic debt, and the fur- | 





ther extension of the system. 

The act of April 9, 1827, provides a mode of ascere 
taining the amount of damages on the canal and rail 
roads, more congenial with the great charter of our lib- 


erties, and the practice which has obtained under it, and | 


‘one with which your memorialists would be perfectly 
satisfied. It authorises the Courts of Quarter Sessions 


of the county where the lands lie, upon application to 


them, to appoint a jury, taken, not from the particular 


county; but from the same judicial district, to view and | 


ascertain the amountof damages. ‘lo this provision no 
valid objection can be advanced. It affords to indi- 
viduals; and to the agents of the state, an opportunity 
of makiug all reasonable and proper representations, 
and also divests the proceedings of that obnoxious fea- 
ture of the act of 6th of April, which constitutes the 
officers the sole judges in the case. 

Your petitioners, therefore, request you to take the 


subject under your serious Consideration, and restore | 


the provisions of the act of April 9,1827—or grant such 
other relief in the premises,as upon mature deliberation 
may appear just and right. 


LEGISLATURE OF PENNSYLVANIA, 


On the 7th instant the Legislature met—Wwm. 
Hawkins was elected speaker of the Senate,and Frepe- 
nick SmitruH ofthe House. On the 8th the Governor’s 
Message, (which will be found on our first page,) was 
delivered. 

The following officers and printers have been elect- 
ed. 

SENATE. 

Walter S. Franklin, Clerk, assistant, Lawrence L. 
Miner. 

Henry Welsh, Printer of English Journals. 

Hugh Hamilton and Sons, printers of Bills. 

Henry Ruby, printer of German Journal. 

Joseph Black, Sergeant at arms. 

Robert Dickey, door keeper. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Francis R. Shunk, Clerk. 

Henry Welsh, printer of English Journals. 

Hugh Hamilton and Sons, Bills. 

Jacob Baab, German Journals. 

James Smith, Sergeant at Arms. 

Thomas Wallace, door keeper. 

Standing Committees, 
SENATE. 

Hanrnissunc, Dec. 8.—In the Senate.-—The follow- 
ing committees were appointed: rage 

On Roads, Bridges, and Island Navigation.—Messrs. 
Brown, Cunningham, Drumheller, Anthony, Hassinger. 

Accounts. —Messrs. Logan, Blythe, Boyd,* Mechling, 
Jackson, of Huntingdon. 

Claims—Messrs. Scott, Krepps, Sullivan, Blythe, 
Reiff. 

Judiciary System.—Messrs. King, Anthony, Packer, 
Miller, Burden. 

Militia.—Messrs. Ringland, Cuningham, Robinson, 
Piper, Logan. ' 

Banks.—Messrs. Kerlin, Blythe, Krepps, Houston, 
Taylor. 


Education.— Messrs. Anthony, Sullivan, Jackson, of 


Chester, Fullerton, Morris. 

Agriculture, &c.— Messrs. Krepps, Bertolet, Wilber, 
Drumheller, Robinson, 

Election District—Messrs, Reiff, Taylor, 
Jackson, of Huntingdon, Huston. 


G | 


Steever, | : 
| ment of the contracts, for the Pennsylvania Canal and 


Library—Messrs. Burden, Piper, Wilber. 


December 9. 
The Speaker of the House of Representatives this 
| morning announced the following committees. 


Committee of Ways and Means—Messrs. Craft, La- 
| porte, Patterson, Simpson, Wagener, (Northampton, ) 
Petriken, Dorrance. 
__ Judiciary System—Messrs. Banks, Pettit, Oliphant, 
Fuller, Parke,M ‘Sherry, Shannon’ 
Claims~—Messrs. Middleswarth, 
| Plummer, Brown, M‘Williams, Piatt. 
Agriculture—Messrs. Lobach, Cummin, Landis, Cox, 
| Knepply, Kerr, Potteiger. 
| _Education—Messrs. Fetterman, Lausatt, A. Smith, 
| Vanzant, Stokes, Williamson, Houston. 
| Domestic Manufactures—Messrs, Patterson, Geiger, 
| Bucher, Griffith, Hamacher, Warner, Felton. 
Accounts—Messrs. Alexander, Riddle, 
Reid, (Arm.) Kerk, Shearer, Hill. 
Militia System—Messrs. Frick, Power, Erwin, Davis, 
| (city,) M*Williams, Wagner, (Philad. co.) Kerr. 
| Election Districts— Messrs. Stouffer, Long, Whitlack, 
) Lenville, Hays, Livergood, Hoover. 
| Banks—Messrs. Simpson, Black, Fisher, Peltz, Lind- 
say, Bucher, Riddle. 
Estates and Escheats—Messrs. Waugh, Goodman, 
| Huntzinger, Rutherford,M‘Conkey, Yardley, Marsbell. 
| Bridges, &c.—Messrs. Black, Lobach, Davis, (Bed.) 
| Gebhart, Fisher, Stokes, Spayd. 
Corporations—Messrs. Read, ( Sus.) Goodman, Lau- 
| satt, Ruhle, Ashbridge, Rankin, Pretz. 
| Inland Navigation, &c.—Messrs. Ingersoll, Denison, 
| Power, Bastress, Blair, Galbraith, Butz, Heston, Ar- 
| thurs, Barlow, Oliver, Purviance, Valentine. 
| Local Appropriations—Messrs. Petriken, Parke, 
Davis, (Bed.) Andrews, Gebhart, Cox, Alexander. 
| Vice and Immorality—Messrs. Bastress, Ruble, Pen 
nypacker, Hopkins, Kuhns, Reigle, Reilly. 
‘To Compare Bills—Messrs. Miller, Keller, Piatt. 
On the Library—Messrs. Wagner, Kerk, Hopkins. 
The usual resolutions respecting postage and news- 
| papers have been passed. 
| _ Several important resolutions have been introduced, 
| Viz. 
| In the Senate, by Mr. Brown—for the appropriation 
_of part of the surplus funds of the United States, to the 
| establishment and support of a general system of educa- 
| tion. 


By Mr. Morris—for the abolition of the punishment 
of death. 

| In the House, by Mr. Ingersoll —resolutions relating 
| to the events in France; which were passed unanimous- 
ly. Also, by Mr.I.—on the abolition of punishment of 
death, and to abolish imprisonment for debt. 
| By Mr. Pettit—a-resolution to render the volunteer 
system more efficient. 
| The Committee of Ways and Means, have reported 
| the following three bills— 

“ An act to authorize, the transfer, of the unappropri- 
‘ated balance, remaining in the internal improvement 
| fund, from the loan under the act of the 13th March, 
1830, to canal and rail road purposes.” 
| “An act to repeal the act entitled ‘an act directing 
| repayment of loans, from certain banks,” so far as re- 
| gards the Philadelphia Bank, the Farmers and Mechan- 
|ics Bank of Philadelphia, and the Bank of North Ame- 

rica, and for other purposes.” 


** An act authorising a temporary loan, for the pay- 


Slemmer, Carter, 


Hathorn, 


| 
| 


Vice and Immortality.—Messrs. Sullivan, Fullerton | Rail Road.” 


Jackson, of Chester, Drumheller, Blythe. 


